THE SPIRITVALL| 
Sonne-ſhip: © 
AS | 


Jr hath beene collected out of 


1. lohn 3.1. and deliuered in 
two Scrmons: 


By Samver HIxzRON. 


Hereunto uw annexed , The Martage-bleſſng, 
preachedat a Wedding, 


Prou. 11, 30. 
He that winneth Soulcs is wife. 


Printed by VVilliam Hall for Samnel| 


Macham, and are to beſoldat his ſhop in 
Pauls Church-yard at the ſione of 
the Bull-head. 


F-6-1-1. 


— 


#h Soooboe#? exe, S 
30:5 SET ATY 


ID 
4 PS; =EW 


RE CLI NS 7 
hit als Me 2: 


Io 7 civhe DpScfoag my 


much-to-be-reſpected friend, Sr Thr 
Points, Knight, one of his Ma- 
rejtics Perftoncrs, 


Ir, be pleaſed, I beſeech you, to ac- 
cept from me this tmall preſent; 
ſmall, not in re{pett oft the matter 
{ of It, (for no man can treat of a 
; CD more orthy tubic) , bur in regard 
of my manncr of handling it, who liuing heere by 
Gods prouidence, in a Countrey- -Congregation, 
hauc bound my felte to ſtudy ſo to ſpeake, as that l 
may not excecde the concert of common hearers. Ir 
| may be, notwithſtanding, that this my plaincnefſo 
( chrough Gods mc rcy,W ho doth make his power per 
fect through weakenzſje (* ) ) may ſomething further 
your vnderſtanding, and enkindle your affection in 
and towards that great grace of adoption, the con- 
uctance whereof vnto vs, was the very end for which 
the fonne of God did debaie himſelfe ro become a 

man (+). If my endeauour herein, ſhall be blefled 
of God (according tothe delire of my loule) tothe 
cditying of you, in that honorable faith (*) which 
dwelt ſometimes in your worthy Father, and _ 
2 am 
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a 2+Cor 12.9. 


b Gal.4.4-5- 
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1 _—_— Ne | — 
d 2. Tim.1.5, | Iam verily perlwaded dwellethin you alſo (* ), I tha:l 


; much retoyce, and glority God 1n that behalte . Ifir 


| ſhip,co make this heauenly macrer to be iefle effety- 
all, yet glue leaue, [ pray you, to theſe papers, to lic 
by you, asa teſtimony of my delire,to ſheiy my leite 
(tor your vndelerued reſpect vnto me) not vathank- 
tull. So torbcaring,ro interrupt you further, I againe 
entreat you to recciue this mctJenger of my duty, 
and to keepe him with you, asa pledge of my. jetled 

purpole, both to labour ro deleruce your loue, 

and to be a continuall petitioner to the 

i —throneof grace, that you may be kept 
by the power of God throuth fayth vn- 

to ſaluation (© ). From Mod- 

bury in Deuon. 


e 1-Pcti.5, 


Tour WWorſhips in the Lord, much bound, 
yam. Hicron, 


5 Es N > - I 
' fail out otherwile, that ſome defect in my workman- * 


ICS ons CEE or goo rn 


too much w/pon thee m this kind (Imeane of 
7 preſenting to thee ſo many ſermons, with 
which the Stationers ſhops are thought 
fo ouer-abound ) thou wouldeſt know, that my purpoſe ts, 
hereafter to be very ſparing this way;and that I would not 
| ow haue offred my ſelfe unto thee, if the deſire of ſome 
friends had not euen thruſt mc forward . Yet let me bebold | 
to tell thee withall , that tt any of my labours heretofore 
(of this nature) kane beene profitable unto thee, I doubt | 
not but thou ſhalt (throuvh Gods mercy) reape as much | 
good by theſe, as by any; becauſe the generail matter here | 
handled, is ( as we ſay) thepoll-deed, the maine tenure of | 
our ete1nall inheritance. 1 delinered it vpon ſpectall occa- 
fron ( out of mine owne pariſh) for the ſatisfying of the 
requeſt of certaine friends : and 1now publiſh it both for | 
their ſakes,who then ſecmed,like the men of Berea,readily | 
to recelue it (), and the generall good of the Iſrael of God. 
(® ). The Lordin mercy make it profitable. 
T he other thine 1 haue to deſire of thee, is this, that if in 
the printing of theſe or any other of my publiſÞ1mes,thouva/t 
met, or hereafter ſhalt meet with amy errors, which may 1u- 
terrupl and ſtumble thee in thy paſsa2e, thou won "deft lay 
the fault wholly where it is : 1t hath much gruned me to 
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ſeethe ſlawes, and maimes, in diners of the things which 
I haue ſent abroad, the fal/ifyin2 of words, the miſplacing 
of ſentences, tbe aiſmembring of ſome, the confounaing of 
other ſome clauſes , by wrong porntins them, eſpectally in 
the Dignity ot the Scriptures : 7 beſeech thee make the 
be/t of theſe eſcapes, and let thy care ani diligence to ob- 
erue my maine purpoſe in enery particular place, help theſe 
imperfections. My endeauor hath euer beene to put each 
thing perfect into the printers hand; I dwellfarre off, and 
cannot attend their proceedings. God vine thee comfort 
both by my pooxe paines, and by the labours of all 
theſe, whoſe hearts are ſct for the buildins 
of his Church , and the winning of 
many Soules onto his King- 
aome, Aſodbury in Deuon. 


Thine in Chriſt, Sam. Heron. 
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Tohn1.3. 1. Behold what loucthe fa- 
ther hath ſhewed vntowvs, that we 
ſhould becalled the ſonnes of God. 


Remember the holy policy vied by Pawl 
being at Athens (*),ſceing among them an 
alcar inſcribed, I orhe vnknown God and fin1- 
ding thcir humour of hearing »ewes, hee 
tooke aduantage therby to further his pur- 
poſc of preaching to them the true Icho- 
uah. hom ye then ignorantly worſhip ( faith he) him ſbew ] 
| v1t0 you: (* )You pretend worſhip toan vaknowne God, 
bchold, heere a God, whom you haue not knowne : youli- 
[ten for newcs , fee hecre that which before this time you 
hauc not heard of, My dcfire 18 in this to be afollower of 
Paul at this time. Great is mens readinefle (chictiy in theſe 
vnſetied, and giddy times) to gaze vpon ſtrange and vn- 
| couth ({1ghts,to run to ſee things that ate cither rare, as ha- 
ving bin {c]domeſeenc,or elſc exquititey as abounding with 
art,»nd full of icuention:I have chought it firting therefore, 
ro guicken Your attention vneo me this day, by promiſing 
lome kind oflatisfact.on vnto th:is ſeeing humor : and haue 
cherefore choſen out thistext; by the very fir(t word where. 
of,as by ſome folemne proclamation, we are called to the 
viewing of a matter, whichis without all preſident; theworth 
allo whereof| is ſuch that we may well with a kind of aſto- 
niſhment 
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The order in | 
handling tlus 
SCriptuce. 


c Ioh-1.18. 


d i125 u'ss 
Rom.8.32, 
e loh.1.13, 


f lab1.6. 


g Mal 2.10. 
h Pſal.82.6. 


i; Gen.6. 2, 


k Ex9.2,10, | 


I Heb.11.24. 
m Eſt, 2.7. * 
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' no man aliue, is able fully and cftecually to expreile it, Be- 


| jeſties. Sownes by generall profctiion , are all which liven 


| 4s her ſonne (* \): and he reſw/ei ro be called the ſonne of Pha- | 


niſhment and amazednetjc admire it, but thecloquence of 


hold what loue the father hath ſhewed unto vs, that we ſhould be 
called the ſonnes of Ged. | beteech youafford me yourheed- 
fulleſt obleruation, while 1 ſhall point my finger vnto thoſe 
articulars which are moſt remarkable1n this ſentence. 

And fir(t L will open the words,and then ſecondly the Do- 
Qrines and inſtructions riling out of the words. In the 
wordsthere arc two things chicfly : Firſt, what this means, 
Sonnes of God: Secondly,what this, To be called the Sonnes 
of Ged, Fir(t, Sonnes of God , is a title vicd diucrs waics, 
Thc Sonne of God, is either by nature , or by creation, or 
by participation , or by a gencrall profcliion , or by | 
adoption. The Serne of God by nature, is Telus Chrilt a» | 
lone,who is therefore termed Gods only begotten Sonne (©) 
and his proper Sonne(*). The regeneratealloareſayd to be 
Borne of God ( © ); butthat is a borrowed ſpeech, ſpiritually | 
to be vnder(tood,of anew creation butnot of any natural] 
deſcent. Sonner by creation,are all both Angelsand men: fo 
the Angelsarc termed the Children of God(f). And,that God 
is the farher of vs all by creation, 1s proucd by that of the 
Prophet, Hae we not all one Father © hath not one God made | | 
vs?(5). Sonnes of God by participation, arc all Magiltrates 
and menintruſted with the ſword of civil] authoritic,(")be- 
caule God dealethiwith them asPrinces with their chilcren, | 
to whom they communicate ſome part of their owne Ma: 


tb rr de On” 


the viſible Church,and hauca ſhew of godlinetlc,and pro: | 
feiſe to worthip God in Chriſt; ſo the people profelling | 
true Religion before the floud are called the Sonnes of | 
God (*') . Sonnes by adoption, are {onnes cholen therun- | 
to, notbeing ſo by name : Thus Aoy/jes way be ſaid to 
hauc been the adopted c1nld of Pharaos jaughter : He was | (| 


raobs daughter('). And fo FHefter was Moriecai lis adopted | 
child , He rooke her for his owne dawghter (®), Now , when | | 


this | 


—— 
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this ſonne-ſhipby adoption,isapplicd to thoſe u hom God 
, chooleth, there are two kinds of it mentioned in {cripture: 
| The former of «hich is buta reſemblance and figure ot the 
latter: Of it is that ſpeech of Gud to 1orſes as a part of 
his emballage to Pharob, Iſrael us my ſonne & c.(") , which 
' veric priuiledge Paxl caller by the name of Adoption 
\ (*). By it, isno other thing mcane, but Gods chooting that 
pcople out of all nations vnder heauen , to be his peculiar 
. people: which albeitit were an high fauour,( c Longs 
. whereof did cucn dazle the eyes of all the world), yct ,1 


was not properly aſpiritual] ble {ling , buta typeand 4 Ry 


| dow of that Adoption which Pas! calleth the Adoptron of 


ſonnes (?), which isthat grace of God, by which hes plea- 


[ed totakevs tor his children in Chrilt, & tomake vs heires 
together with him of cterna!l plorie : and this is that which 


; $.lohn(peaketh of in this place: vor, of the brit kind , for 
ſuch we cannotbe; nor of the (econd,nor third, nor fourth; 
' for , ſoare many the (ones of God, which Tm all nor be 

' ſaucy. 

| Theſecond thing is, what it is, wheealivezh ic lonnes of 

| God. Ie mult not be lo rakenasthoughthis, ot being 2 the 

' ſonnes of God , were a matter of title onelv, withour ſyb- 

| ſtance ,as then a man hath a werd of reſpect calt vpor 

| him, only t'r complements ſake: but, to be called the 

' fonnes of God, and to be tke fonnes of God, ate here all 
one: fo theſcr: prureſpeakethotherwhere 3 That holy thn:g 
hich ſhall be borne of thee, [hallbe called the /onne of God (  ). 
[e{hailbeas :t is called, and it (hall be ſo called as it 15: and 
aicer, thou ch:1d Þ ll be cailed the prophet of the higheſt hc, 

\(*), Thisrhen 1s the ler ſe : Behold and ſee , andler vs emer 

| into 4aſcrinus meditationof this point , what - infinite and Un- 

amd laue the Lord hh i ewed vs, that we ſhould be bo- 
' mored bath with the inbſance and bite title of hy; ſonnes 
' and ; das.ghters adopted and choſen unto timſclfe m Christ le- 


fra. The generall Points «luch arc, tirlt, as lines to be 
drawne foorth , and then after, to be ſetout cucry one with 
B his 
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' | of our fpirituall man, Tthall (by Gods atfiitance )let you | 


| The 1.Do&. 


[\ 1-Cor.13.2. 
{et Ex.z3.2:3. 


u1.Cor.1z.zz 


ſet out at the full a benefit ſo inc{t1mable ( for the 10ngue of 
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adoption is a glerious eſtate. Secondly , that it isan ellate 
of which, itts poſlible for him that is inueſted intoit,to be 
alſuredin his owne ſoule, Thirdly , that itis an eſtate vnals 
ecrable. Fourthly , that the alone ſpring and beginning of 
it is Gods love, My text is the flocke, braunching it ſelfe 
into theſe foure: how the life of cach 1« deriued thence, 
and what fiuit groweth vpon cuery one, forthe refreilung 


_ 


{ce by courle., | | 

How the tirlt point is grounded vpon this Seripturegap- | 
peares by the admiration, which the apoſtle breakes out | 
| into, wondring at the. infiniencſe of Gods mercie , who 
| ſhould youchſafevnto the ſons of men [uch a prerogative, 


and —_ g others to toyne with him thereingas though | 


| it were a matter linguiar from all exaimplc, that ve ſhould 
| beaduanced t>la great an honour to be the Soxnes of God. 
| Sce(faith he) what an euidenceGod hath giuen of his loue, 
and conlider we well,whether any of our thoughts be able 
' to comprehend the height, and length, and depth, and 
| breadth thereof, chat we, cuecn we, the childicen of wrath, 
the heires-of Hell, and ſonnes of the divell , ſhou;d now | 

be (tiled and entituled the children of God. Thus the man- | 

ner of the Apoltles ſpeaking, who 1s like a man rauithe in | 
fpirir, and ftrucke with altoniſhmcnt, at the beholding of | 
this fauour, doth iuſtifie my firſt collection touching the | 

glory and dignitic of _— Vpou this point my mea- | 


ning isnow alittle to inlift , not out of any hope I hauc to | 


mes and angels (*) cannot reach it) but out of a defire lome- 
' what to helpe your conceipt ,and to let you ſce( as God 
ſaid to Moſesof himicltc)asit were the back: parts\") of that, 
thepertct gloric whereof, the dimnes of our minds, who 


| his proper filling ,are theſe : Firſt, thatthe ſtate of Gods | 


' (asthe Apoltle faith) (4), d» ſee but m aglaſſe darkte, be not | 
able to bchoſd. For which cauſe I wil} fult atſurc you, rj;at | 


when Iſhal have ſaid all that pollibly I can deviſe touching | 
| It | 


A 


| of garments ,the appointed reward for him that could vn- 


T he Spirituall Sonne-ſtup. 5| 


it, I ſhall be as far from the infinitencs of the benchit it (elfe, 
{ as when I began firſt ro declarc it. - * * 

I could calily collec cucn a cloud (*) of circumſtances 
| for the enlarging the glory and worth of this eſtate ; I will 
| reduce all tothrec heads, teſt by multiplying of points, 1 
| ſhould confound your memories. The firit ts the excctlen- 
| cicof the meanes to procure irtovs. The ſecond is the ma- 
' icftie of the perſon, by whoſe name(through our adoption) 

wearecntirled. The third is,the prerogatiues and priuiled- 
| ges thatarc belonging to it. Theſcthree rightly weighed in 
| the ballance of the ſanctuary, will bring vs to ſome vnder- 
| [tanding of the ſurpaſſing and excelling weight of glorie(?! 
| thatwe are called vnto, when we are called the ſonnes of God, 
| Firſt , if the worth of a thing be to be meaſured by theprice 
 ginen for it , well then may the ſomne-ſhip , of Gods clet be 
 valuedat the higheſt rate for which there was paid ſuch a 
matchlelle price:It was not obtained like the Romaine bur 
geſhip, for a grear ſurme (*): nor for an hundred fore-shins 
of ſome vncreuneiſedPhiliſtims which was Danids dowry for 
his wife to king Sawl(* ): nor for 30 ſheetes and 30. change 


þ 4 Heb. 2eT. 


————_— wv 


a1,Sa.i8.29. 


fold Sampſotis riddle (*), nonor yet for ſucha Crowne | ® lud.14.13, 


as was faken from the king of Rabbah!, which weighed a ta- 
lemt of goldwnh pv ecrous (ones (© ):( theredemption of ſoules | © 2.52.12.30, 
wa much more precions)(*): buttheprice was this,thcſunne | d Pii49 8. 
of God muſt Jebaſe himfelfeto become the ſonne of man : | | 
God ſent his /onre made of «a woman that we might recerne the | 


j 


adoption of ſonnes (©): never, a perſon of greater (tate (he | 
is one that thinkes it n0rebbery to beegnalmuh God) (f) nay | f Phula.s, 
heis very God(*): Neuer, adebaſement of lower pitcliz | 5 1.loh.5.10. 
in this, he made himſelfe of norepmtation(* ), a worme and not b Ph.2.7. 
4 man,a ſhame of men('): Who isthen able ſufficiently to | 1 Plal.a3.6. 
admire the dignitic of this cate, ( ro be the Sonne of God)? | | 
which was vnprocurable, ſauc onely by this infinite price, 
the making of k;m to become nothing, by whom Gad in | 
the beginning made cuery thing. | 
2 Secondly 


e Gal.4 4.5. 


y a.Cor,q.17. 


z A& 22,38. 
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k 1,Sam. 18.23 


| 1 Hcb.r1.24. 


m Gen.15 5, 
n kom 8.17, 


o Luca:.3z., 


p1ob.12.18.21 


q Ioo.8 14. 
r Heb,1z.:3. 


{ Gen,37.3, 


6 'T Spiritual Sonxe-ſhip. 


S:codly, touching the majeſtic of him whoſe naine 
we bearc being adopted ,itis God ( the Sonnes of God). See. 
meth it ( ſaith Daxid, being viped by the Courtiers to en» 
ecrtaine the offer of Saulsdvgliter ), 4 light thing toyeuto 
be 4a k:nns ſonne in law? 7 ,and it 1s regilticd aS an emgetit 
prootc of Aeſes faith , that he (;ovid prefer the rebuke 


of Chriſt , before the tle of the ſonue of [h.r.o, aughter 
('). Berwecne God anc Saul, what comparifun?betacene | 


thc Lord of Heaven , and the Caughter of Phar.:ch what 


proportion? Is it no light thing, tobe the ſunne of Saul? ' 


15-1t no pettie honour to bee called the ſonne of Pharaoy 
daupl:tcr ? and ſhall wee thinke it a [ma'] precogative to 
he thc Sonne of Grd;z Dand nivlit be theflonne 10 law of 
Saul, an.| yet not thereby cntiticd to the crowne : Mo. 
{es might be the reputed lonne'of Pharass davgiter, and 


'vet bce {11 bur in the OQarte of a fubica: © All the Sorncs 


of God, though they be as the ſecede of 1b>3ham , like the 
ſtarres mhomnoe can number (® ), yetthey he henes cuc- 
ric One: If wee be ſonnes, wee are al oherres("): It is your 


fauhers Pleuſureto grme you the kmgd .me ( *). Dauid miglit 


taue beans a king by the donation of Sault. Aoſes a 
ncere of A.pypt, bythe procurement of Pherachy dauch- 
ter; vet both of their eltzres had beene Iyadle to hazard, 


for God {gofeth the col/ar of kings , ani powreth Contempt 
won Proees (fy and tne huvtes of the greatelt are but 


- SJ 


— CEC Sm, ene 


as the houſe of the ſpider , ſudJerly lvopt avay with a 


vroome ( 4); butthis kingdome is 3 kingdome, rhat Car; 
net be ſhthen(r); le that 1s once fe:zcy at it, cannot be 
TIILUGUSY 

FEicdly, the prituledges annexed to it. Priuledges, ard 


MMUNitics, ad chartcrs for the confirmation of thiim, | 


arc things among(t men much gloric in; In towns 1n- 
COTPUrate, 3nd ſocieties of r!.at natures they be nut alittle 
[tood vpon: but farce wore honorable things are [ſpoken 
ot thee thou cl:Id of God: Jars made Tofep' a care of 
many colours bec.in'e be louratim (©; and God hatii clo- 
| thed 


—_ _— 
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T he Spjrituall Sonne-ſhip. 7 
thed thee , wirh many beaurifull prerogatiues , becauſe 
hehad a fauour vnto thee : To number them all, 1 may 
ſay with the Apoſtle (©) , he time would be too ſhort , it is 
hard for a mans m-morte diliu:Riy to compriſe them, 1 


' will as out of a garden (torcd with beautifull Aowerrs Oa- 


ther vptaootthiee of the tairelt,, and preſene them vato 
you : Only betore hand !ct me this admonith you, not ; 
to looke to heare of anytuch prerogatives as caric with 


them a worldly pompe ( forthe hings daug hier, tough 


| thee he ciorious, VCcrifr is within ( 


——_ ev  - 


»), and it 15 hae «hich 
Sa1.t Perer Ca iceh che hid man of els heart (*), which 
[mull (peake of . Now thele preropatiues arc to be dift1 1- 
C11. od thus: to be erither in this ite, or hercafier, Tou- 
ct ing ts life] wil name you onely two : 
intcret into Golls particular and {pecia'l prouidence. 
God hath a geaera!l proui lence oucr all things : Thox 
"_”m thy hard , and filleſt all thing 78 ume of thy 200d 
pieaſure (* ): Yea, oucr the beaits, Then Lord doeft ſawe 
man and be. t(*) ): Yea, oucr the wicked ( Theeyes of the 
Lord m euery place bebold the exill and the £204: Yea, ouer 
tio Diels th:mſelues (* ); - TTell and deftruttion are before 
the Lord, Nowthicre 18 11 [ima {oecrail proutdence ouer 
Ms adovtcd lonnes : : They are moſt precious unto him (©) 
Hs chiefe tread mel(*®\. He that croucheth them roucheth the 
Anplc of h; is oe ( ( EX, 71s dretinck with ; bem 5 He follow. 
«th them whither «emer they gie(b). He fland:s at their 
r:pht hd ( ) . Te boldes them »pbyit('), He heepes ther 
f:cee(*), [Is cone b their wanepragys { |. He numbvreth 
the rhare(®). Mi they doe but fob , be obſerves it (®) 
He ge, þ « Angel, charge oner them! *) They are al. mi- 
iſt, rg [piries jent feorih to miniſter for thei ſakes , which 
jne'l be heives of ſaluation(? ). If we hauc a: Av [anour of the 
chm s of the ſorire( 5), we mull needes activ; doe this ro be 
a picat prenigatihe: For what can he ww ant that hath ſuch 
3 kcepct ? [he Lond 6 my ſhephiard, [ſhall not want (r \. ol] 
Comforts, v bctlicrtaward or outward, for bodic or ſou! c, 
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chis 1s that Iwing ſpring from which tacy proceed. If my 
waits be outwa'd , here is my heaucnly tather (tanding by 
me, he knowerh what I neede (* ), and he cannot forger me (*); 
If my detc&ts be from within ; he is that God of allgrace (*), 
and (hall fw!fil all my neceſſures (*): Neede 1 comfort? heis' 
the farmer of mercies , and God of all conſolation (!\ ; Want I 
dircRion in matter of G.dlineſſe ? be will reach me the way | 
that [ſpallchoo(*): Am 1Ifcantin holy duties, and would 
fainc be furchered ? He will make me perfett i good works (*): 
Aml falling backe,and would be confirmed? He will /tabl:ſh 
met in eucry word,and good worke (>). Aml almoſt overtaken 


fins (©): Havel fallen by occalion into a fault? / ſpall not 
be ca#t off, he wil! put under ks hand(*): Am full of infirmi- 
tics , and tcarce the rigour of his law ? He wil ſpare me as 4 
man ſparetb buy owne ſonne that ſerueth bim(*©): Am !caſt 


Haue I recciucd loile ? He will teach me how to haue wart (6): 
Is my eltate but low ? He will make a lutle ro be better vn- 
tome then great riches vnto the mughrie (®') : Am I loaded 
with reproaches for righteouſnellc ſake ? Hu ſpirit of glorie 
ſhall reft vgon me('). Ina word, whatfocucr mav happen, 
All chings ſhall works together for the beſt vnto me ( *). This 
priviledge of Gods eſpeciall prouidence , is that rier of 
God('), out of which flow theſe {treames to make glad the 
Adopted of God. 


The (ccond prerogatiue inthis life,is the free vie of Gods 

creatures , both for necetſitic and for delight : This is a 
| true ſaying ; The charter auncienthie giuen by that great 
Lord of all at our firit creation touching the vle of his 
creatures ,was forfcited 11tothe hands of the Doner by 
Adams fall, all ourtecth were ſet on edge, with that ſower 
grape of his firſt tranſgreſſion : It is reſtored and renewed 
by Chriſt, and only tothoſc, who ace honoured with the 
| adoption of ſonnes, only the heires, are the right inhert- 
tors of the carth, all the reſt are bur vlurpers, Be their titles 
to 
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with ſome great oftence? He will keepe me from preſumptuons | 


down with ficknefſe# He will twrne all my bed inmy fickneſſe('): | 


— 


JHA "a 4, 1 '5 \ : 4 


to their eſtates neuer ſo good , and firme by the Lawes of 
men; yet when matters come to ſcanning in the higheſt 
court of equitie and Chancery before God , they ſhall be 
all condemned for intruders : the Subflance which they. | 
hauc dewonred , they ſhall vomurt vp, for God ſhall d-aw it out of | 


their betie (®); their verie cating, and (lecping , and drin- 
king in theayrc,it they had no otherlinne,ſhall beableto | 
, condemae them. Thinke-then what apriuiſedge tt is co | 
be a Sonne of God, a man to be allured in his ſoule, that that 
which he bath, be it ltele, be 1t much, yetit is that which is | 
{ his, by a renewed donation from the Lord, and that cucry | 
| Creature of God 1s good , and not tobe refuſed by him , if it be | 
|; receined with thanks gmirg (*), | 
| Now tor the prerogatiue of the fonnes of God apper- | 
| tayning tothe life to come, which way ſhall I begin to ex- | 
| prelle it, when neither ee hath ſcene,nor eare hab heard gnory./ 
hath it come mto mans heart what God hath prepared for th)ſe 
that lows him(*)? remember whatis regiltred of a certaine 
painter,, who being to exprefle the ſorrow cf a weeping 
tathcr,hauing ſpent his $kill before, in ſetting out the ſad 
paſſions of his children , chought it the belt to preſenthim 
vpon his table to the beholders view with hisface covered, 
' that ſo he might haue that gricfe ro be imagined by thenn, | 
wihch he found himſcite vnable ro (er out at the full. The | 
like muſt I doin this caſe;the gloricof that gloriewhichthe | 
| fonnes of God ſhall hereaſter enioy, I muſt commendit to | 
you with a kind of filent admiration, thatſoyou may with | 
your ſclues ſuppoſe thatto be infinite, which you ſee that | 
| I will not aduenture to exprelle : yet giue me leaue to (ct; 
before youfor the furtherance of your priuat meditations, | 
alittle ([hadow thereof, betwixt which and it, there is not- | 
withſtanding aſmuch ditference as is betwixt a drop of 
water , and the hugh occan Sea. When Haman was w:lled 
toſpcak,by Ahaſhueroſh, what ſhould be done ts the man whom | 
the king would honour , Ie ( (uppoſing that the king had no | 
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meaning to honour any bur him) ſaid thus , Le: chemo "oy | | 
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forth for him 10yall apparel!l which the kg vſeth toweare,ard 
the horſe that the king vieth to ride on, ani that the Crowne 
| rop.ull may be [et upon h:5 head , and let the horſe, andthe ray 
| ment be deliucred by the hand of one of the kmmps moſt noble 
| Princes , ana ct (h:m apparell the man , whom the king will 
| 


honour and cauſe himto ride vpon the ho ſe through the ſtreets 
of the cute, and proclarme before him, Tu ſhall it be done unto 
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| the man whom the king wil honowr (? ): lo thallit be to the | 


_ ; Connes8of Gol] at the day of juilgeincit, Firlt, there thall be 


| put vpon them royail apparell , ſuch as the king of glue 
 Iefus Chnilt was yted ro weare: long whe roabes (1 ) ,che 
| garment df ſalaation the roabe ofrighteenſnee (t). Secondly, 
; the horſe which the king riderh vpon, { will gr.uwn:s them 
- (faith Chrilt ) ro fir with me 19: my throne('). Ti idly , the 
| crowne royall {hall be [et on their heads, henceforth{ {aith 
Pant) 5 layde wp for me a cronne of righteouſneſſe *. Fourth- 
ly, this glorie (hall be furchered by the hands of the kings 
molt noble princes: tor, 4s Angels ſhall gather together the 
elett at that day (*), and then hail be venttied the prophe- 
cic of che Plalinc, this honour ſhall be to all h:s Saints (*), lo 
| ſhall it be done totbe men whom the Lord will honour. 


allo haueI labourcd for the wwthfication of ny ti (t potnr, 
co prouethe glorie and the dignitic of the cltare of Adepre. 


behald\” };couching «hich ] will now adde no more, c1;ly 
aSI have giuenyau atuil, asit were of particulars fol ill 
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ThusI have giuen you a glimpſe of chat future glorie, [ca- | 
utngirtobe ci larged in your privatchovghts,. And thus | 


-  —— 


on, Which 15 that myſtery hich the Angels them elues d:jire io 


now ina word ecnder yneo vou the gr (und {mot all,as! | 
nnde it drawne vply the Apollie Par/, ahereſpeaking to | 
the adopted of God, hethus ſaytl, Allihings are yours whe- | 


ther it be Paul or Apollss or Cephas,or the wor/d,or life or death, 


years, and ye C hriſts , and Chrilt Goas( *)). 


| tore hath chiis dignitic of adoption beene let before vs, but 
to 


whether they be things preſcut or things tocome, encn all are 


What ſhould now be the vie of this Ductine, or where- 
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! 
| eo ſtir vs all vp toſay in our hearts, as Chriſts hearers did, | 
| when he had ſpoken to thei of the. bread of life, Lord. 
| (ſaid they)ewer moregine vs thus bread(*): (o you, Ibefecch | ® lob. 6.34, 
; you, ſay cucry onein the ſtrength of your belt defires ; 1s 
| the ſkate of Adoption ſuch an honoprable eftate ? Lord eucr- 


| 


wore gine vi thus argnity, And how happic might1 bezif by | 


; my labour this day I might cyther cnkindle this delire | 
' where hitherto it hath nor beene, or might cnflame itor | 
adde heat vntoit where itis? Thinke we wel with our (clues 
what there 18 of molt force to (harpen and roler edge vpon 
' ouratfecions,and (ce whether it be not heere off-red te vs | 

inabundance. Is it honour we aftet ? Why what grcater 


_ dignity ? Is it profit ? What commoditic is heerewith to be 

, compared ? al! other profits periſh with the vic, this, the 
moreitisvſed,the more itencreaſcth,and can never be wa- 

| lted. Is it pleaſure wearein loue with ? what pleaſure isnot 
. vile, in reſpect of that peace of conſcience, that roy mthe 
boly Ghoſt (* ) , which accompanieth the knowledge and 


. | betrom the 


' on: Thoſet 


certainety of adoption? But with what words ſhould I de- 
uiſc to aggrauatc andto ct forth the general|crror of our 

; Tudgements, the vilenctle of our attcions, the baſenetile 
, of our thoughts, wholike ſwine, would rather ſnort ina 
| | dunghill, then ma bed of downe, and like the cocke in the 
| ' fable would rather have a corne of barlcy thena iewell of 
' price, the onions, and garlick and pepons of Aegypr,rather 
thenthe commoditics of Canaan: a meſſe of redpottace with 
| Eſaw(*) rather then a birthright ? this 1s the great,the coin- 
' mon, thetar-ſpreading,the crying finne of this generation, 
| Ler vs looke alittle vpon the buſineſſe of the times, and 
| vpon the courſes of the greateſt part,and ſechow far they 
pay of this rich grace, the grace of adopii- 
ree things which our Apoſtle [ob ſpeaketh 

; of (4),the luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the eyes , the pride of life, 
| haue the principality almoſt in cuery mans cndeauours : 
\ ſome hauc no tune but that of the horſeleaches daughter | e Pro.zo.1s. 
| | Line gine (© ),their deſires are —_ lhe Heli(*), they can 
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neuer (ay,it is enaugh:ſameareall for honour like Hamas, 
and nothing ſticketh ſo much 1n their Nomacke as that al] 
may not bow to thein;and as was ſaidin lolephsy dream,cuc- 
ry mans ſpeafe do rewerence to their ſheafe (®) : [ome baue no 
God but their belly( ®), 82 drinke wine mm bowles ('), and to 
| fare deliciouſly ener day(k),therc 15 their felicitie : Ewery da 
' muſt br a diy of ſlaughter \1): lome are in a humor of cloaths, 
| in the ſtrange apparell which Zephanab lpeakerh of (m) the 
; tires and tojes which Eſay numbreth { n),thele are ther (ty- 
 dic4in thele is their happinet]c: lotuc be drinking like Elah 
till they be drunke(o), ſome lick with Ammon tor [uit (P), fome 
| going by troups mo harlors how/es (q),lome encouraging 
' cheimtelucs in wicked purpolcs , 414 communing together to 
| lay ſnares primibie(r) :thelean.ithelikebe the gran nploy- 
' ments of the tume$3in the inean tine (ict vour owne hearts 


' cell me)who thinks ypon this great /ove which the father hah | 


| ſbewed unto vs that we may be called the /onnes of God © Tius,it 
| our ſeeming hath neither forme nor beautie, when we ſee tt, 
| we can concelue nothing in it that we ſhould dchire it; the 
| mercy of God offering it vnto vs, is vicd by ys,cucn a»the 
' old man at Grbeah (1), it is force totakevpits lodging in 
' the ſtreete,, for no man receiu-thitto houſc : 1 cannot but 
admire Gods patience, notwithttanding the intollerable 


'{corne which 1s call vpon his gratious offcr in this behalfe. 


| Tell vs, of being the ſonnes aid daughters of God, of the 

dignity of adoption , of the gluriuu> inheritaunce of the 
| Saints, it1s as welcome (accorcing to Salemens phrafc) as 
; 15the rare in harweſt (t), our palat nds no moretaltinit, 
. thcn lob: couid in the where of anepge(v), Hetlathath no 
other warter to tell vs butchis, vew!ll lay to himas Felx 
| did ro Paw, when he began to diſcourſe of righteouſneſſe, 
| and remperance,C mdgement tocome,Go thy way for thu 11917, 
| dud when | haue cormenent time, ] will call for thee (*) Which) 
' of vs wil not condemne the tle excules of thoſe in the Gol. 
pell {fy ), who being bidgen to the marriage of the Kings 
ſon would lutferthemſclucs ro be deratnied by ſuch vaine 
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imployments. /hane bought a farme ((aith onc) / muſt needs | 
go ſeext: [ hane fine yoke of oxen,(laith another) / mwſt needs | 
go proone them, / pray hane vs excuſed. Is any man (will we | 
thinke) ſo mad, asto looſerhe favour of a prince for the ! 
fight of afarme ? 1s. ita meete excule to reieR the kindneltle 
obs king for the tryall of a yoke of oxcn ? who durlt (end 
the Lord of hisland {uch an aunſiver ?I dare make you the 
iudges of their brutiſknetle ; how then ſhall we anſwere for 
our owne faulr,who offer the Lord a greater indignitic? we 
arc not ſent for by the king to be his gueſts, but co be his 
ſons: we arenot ſimply inuitcd oa dinner, but toan inheri- 
eance;vet oxen,and farmes, aid ſhips,and vaine pleaſures, 
nay,the dult in che ſtreere (hal be more eſteemed: we be (till 
rooting and digging in the earth Iike Wants, beating our 
braines, ſpending our ſpirits, waſting our time, ſhortning 
our liucs, by carking and caring for the traſh of this pre- 
ſeat world ; and yctwhat 1s althe wealthin che world to the 
richcs in heauen ? what arc the potlcfſions of the earth to 
the inheritace of that kingJome? whar is all the honor the 
world can heape vpon a man,in compariſon of this,to be 
the Sermneof God ? Were thou as beautifull as Abſolon, i11 | 
whoſe hodic from the ſole of the foot to the topof the headthere | 
was 10 blemi[b(7): Asrich as Nabil, who athisſheepe-ſhee- | z 2.Samag,2y 
ring made a feaſt in his houſe like the feaſt of 1 king (3):a8 glo- | a1,Sam.25.,6 
rioully arraicd as Here4(Þ): 15 abſolute in goucrnment as | b At.12,21, 
Abaſhuero/h, who comm inded 127 provinces (C): as ftarely | c EQ er. 
[cated for dwciiing as Vebuchadneztar in his royall palace 
of Babel(d): 15 politiqueas Ahirophel,whoſe counſe!l was ks 4 Dan,g.2s, 
44 one had a;hed connſell at the oracle of God(c): as gratious | « >.Sam.16,23 
in courtas Haman the {ccendina kinodome(Ct); vet, not | fFER.z.1 
being the fon::c of God thou ſhalt per ſh athe beaſts( 8), of = - 
thou ſh.ilt be bept to the day of d:ſÞr utttom, and brought forth to S Pligg, Its » 
the day of wrath (1) Onthe other (ide, were thou as much | h Iob,30. 
afflicted as /ob, who was [imitten with ſore bojles from the ſole | 
of bis foot unto his crawne('): as hard beſtcad, as Lazas | i Tob.3.7- 
rus, who lay looking for the reverlion of an other mans | | 
. C 3  rren=» 
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| the meanes of performing it, might happily workeſoune 


The Spiritual Sonne-jhip. 


erencher (*) : as much perplexcd as was he who ate aſhcs 
as brcad and mingled his drinke with weeping (1): as 
much ſcorned as Damd(® ); yct, being partaker of the a- 
doption of ſonnes, during thy lite (as thou haſt heard) the 
Lord ſhall be ever withthee, and1n thy end thy death ſpall | 
be pricrons 1n has fight ( n ),thy ſonle ſ»11l be carried by the An. | 
ells into Abrahams boſame, ( 0), where Chriſt is , there ſhalt | 
thoube alſo (? ), urn at the right handof God where there is | 
fulneſſe of i103 aud pleaſures for exermore (* ), Now,if this | 
that hath beene (aid hath wrought ſo deepely, as to diſco- 
uer vnto vs this our great ſ;ninnegieing ( a» rhe Apoſile. 
ſpeaks(1),ſogrea'ſalnation,] belcech you that it may preuaile | 
alloto begetin vs a holy rclolution of reformingat : It vs 
asthe people did in Nebemnrahs time vpon the dilce uery uf |; 
a gencral[{inic (1!) make a ſure courrant, and ſeale vnioit, e-| 
ucn that hencefoorth,ve wil account al things but /ofſe and. 
dang mreſpet of ths, that we maybe called the Sonnet of God. | 
And now, becauſcto cxhort oa dutie, and not to ſhew | 


inclination to goed, but could never produce any pertcR 
worke, SH it ſhall not be vnheting (very agrecivgl | 
am ſure itisro the mattcr, andtothetext) to open that | 
point alſo alittle,touching the meanes by which choſe that 
do afic& this prerogatiuc of adoption may attainc vynto it. 
There are two places of Scripture eſpecially, by which 
we may be rightly informed in this matter. The one 1s dcl1- 
uered by way of a DoQtrinezthe other by way of an example. 
The former 15 (*), Te are all the Sonnes of God by faith wm 
Chrift Jeſus. The latter is (*) He gawe them thu prerogatine | 
or powey to be the ſonnet of God, exen tothemthat beleewe in by | 
name:Both put together do make this good, that the means 
of adoption, 1s Faith ws Chrift /eſua , or ( as Saint /[obn cx- 
pounds it)beleenmy m his name. Here arc al by faith made ca- 
pable of adoption, cuen according to the laying, /eaw, Cre- 
cian, Bond, free,male, female (*): Faith ſets open the doore | 
toall. That which 1 will ſpcake becerein, ſhall be drawne to | 
| theſe 
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theſe three particulars, Ficſt,what kind of faith it1s, which 
maketh vs capable of adoption. Secondly, how it brings 
vsto be the lonsof God. Thirdly, how itſclfc is wrought 


T5 


inthe heartsof the adopted. Touching che firſt this I lay, - 


thatthe beleening or farth, which makerh a man the ſonne 
of God,1s an attionof thewill whereby a man knowing cortain- 
ly out of the ſcriptures that leſus Chriſt ts the promiſed Sanur 
of mankind, doth for the matter cf bus [owule, ſertie hug keart and 
repoſe himſclfe wholly and folely upon bim. This is properly 
chat faith which is called /uſtsfying or ſawing fanh, An allent 
vntothetructh of God rcucalcdin (cripture, is necetTahly 
required, asthe root and foundation of faith, but the very 
[1fe,or (as we ſpeake in ſchooles) the forme of faith, is a re- 
ting vpon Chrilt,a caſting a inans ſelfe wholly vpon hum, 
forthe lauing of his (ovule : hence arc theſe words of refe- 
rence inthelanguage of the ſcripture touching taith; ro be- 
leewe ts Chriſt, to beleene in the name of Chriſt, c. For the 
ſecond, that allo isnecellaric to berighely opened, becauſc 
ſome men of corrupt minds , being ſuch as Paw! ſpeaketh 
of ,»bo mould be Dofors,Ch yet underſband not nbat they fpeak, 
nether wheresfthey affirme (7), do think thele ſpeeches, Fanb 
inft:fieth, faith adoptetb, faub ſaweth,to be derogatorie to the 
gloric of God, and tocariea contradiftion to theſe , Cbreft 
ſt ifierb,Chriff adopreth, Chriſt [aueth,VnderſRtand we theres 
fore, & benotdecciucy : One thing may be ſpoken of diucrs 
particulars in adiffercve ſenſe; as tor example, God the fa- 
ther adepterb , Chrift leſua adopteth the hotie Ghoſt adoptetb 

Fauh adepteth: theſe are all true and without any murual| 
contraricty:they be not asthe yong men, which came forth 
out of the two armics before Ioab and Abner, cucry one 


| of which rbruſt bi ſivord mbisfellowes fide (*), but rather like 


the brethren that Dawid ſpeakes of , rhey dwell rogetber in 
wnitee (b ),God the fatber adopreth, as the fonntaine of adoption: 
Chrift 4s the ground of adoption: The holy Ghoſt 44 the appher 
of adoption : Faith as the inſtrument of adoption; and ſo,inthe 
caſcof1uſtification. Belides,whc:) in our common ſpecch, 

C19 we 
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a 3.Sam, 2.1E, 


d Pſal.133.r. 
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c AQ. 16.31, 


d 1.Kin,s,14- 


e Num, : 1.9. 


__ 
| we lay of lome man,b15 leaſe mamtanes him,is there ary ab- 
| furdity in theſe words 2 No:for eucry man doth concetue, 
{that itisnotaparchmentlined witha forme of words,and 
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' accowplithtwith a waxed [abell,that chat man liucs Vpon; |; 


| butit is chus apprehended, that by his writin »,ſuch or ſuch 
| anellate is made over vnto him, and by the profits rifing 
out of thar, he is maintayned : ſo whenl lay Farth iuſttfierh, 
Faith adopteth , 1 aſcribe not any ſuch power fimply vnto 
faich ; bur this intend, that Farih competh me vnte him, by 
| whoſe rig hreouſneſſe I amaccepted wh God, andby whoſe right, 
| { receine the adopiton of a ſoune, Thus then we mult vnder- 
{ (and this point, that faith,or belecuing brings tultification 
; and adoption,not by any [pecial excellencic that it hath in 
| it [ef but meercly and only by that place and othce which 


! the Lord of his owne will and mercy hath aſh12ned it,cuen 


to be the condition on our parts ; Belrewne and thou halt be 
ſaned(c),The ordinance of God makes athing to hauethat 
vertwue in it, which of itſclfe it cannot hue. Put cale Nae- 
mar the Syrian had oof himſclfe gone and waſhed himſclte 
1n[ordan ſcuen times, ſhould he hauc beene healed of his 
| leproſy ? No doubtlelJe : but being commaunded by the 
prophet,and ſo having a warrant trom (3:29, he waſhed,and 
his flcth came apaine, /ke the fleſh of a lutle child, and he was 
cleaxe(d).So,how if the Iraclites being ſtung in the wilder- 
nelle with fiery ſerpents, had out of ſome private motion 
of their owne, ſet vp a ſcrpent of bratle vpon a pole, and 


| looked on it, ſhould they have beene cured ? It were idle to 


imagine tt; but God appoynting it, his ordinance gaue a 
blethng yato ir : be that looked liwed (©). I may trucly fay 
| vnto youu, thatif we of cur ſelues (without a promiſe and a 
warrant from G9d ) ſhould haue caft our felucs wholly 
| vpon the merits of Chriſt for ſaluation , it could not 


by this, nocby ir ſelfe, vnites to Chriſt, andinveltsvs into 
che vic and comfort of all his bencfics. And thus is faith 
| W the 
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| have holpen vs : but the promiſe of the Lord, beleene | 
and be adopted, gives [trength to the action , and faith | 


Rs 
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che inſtrument of Adoption, notas it is a habite in ve, but 

4s it is an at appointed by God,andblcflcd by him te ſuch 

| a gracious purpole. The third point I vndertuoke, wasto 

! ſhew how this Faith 1s wrought in the heates of the adop- 

| ted. The ſupreame giuer of taith is Gol, exrry good grft 

' frombm,(t). Tocome to Chriſt andtobelieue tn Chriſt arc all | f lam, 1.17. 

' one(g): Now none Can come to Chrift except God the father | g Toh. 6.35. 

 drawhim(n);Toyount rs gitten for Chriſt tobe'erne wm him(1,), | h Toh. 6.44. 

' Butnow inalmuch as (according to the faving of the wo- | 1 Phil-1.29, 
man of Tekoah to Daxid(«),)God hath arpormed ameanes, | kr. Sam1n4.34 

, what chat meanes 1s we mull enquice. Iris plainely taught | 

' in thoſe well knowne words (i), hiwſpall they beliene mhbim | | Rom.10.14, 

; of whom they haue not heard ? and how (ball they herre without | 

| apreacher? When ve magintic our calle, and ſhew the | 

| necctſity of our minitty tor the hegetting of faith , ſome ' 

| (welling ſpirits,» ho(as he Apoſtle Ipeakes (1), )rhrike they | Ma 1,Cor,s.3, 

| kaow ſomething, uhen they know nothing as they ought to know | 

; f,CrytOVS as Korah ang his con-plices did to”Afoſes and : 

| Aaron, you take too much vpon you /eemng allthe congregation ts 

| holy, euery one of them, and the Lord amorg them; wherefore | 

| then lift ye your ſelme s aboxe the Congregarion of the Lord (a)? | 2 Numits. 3, 

; and imagine that welpeake rather out of a detire to let out 

| our {clues, that the world mavthinkethere 15 ſome vic of | 

| v8,then outot the truth of the thing. Bur, /et God be trme 

(0), ang ler there be no diſputing againlt Iis ordinaunce, | oRom. 3. 4. 

Touching ourlelues,this we profetle fieely,that we are but | 

the miniſters by n hom yee beteeus( p): and as Peter and lchn p 1.Cor.z.5. 

Lud touching the miracle vpon the creeple at the temple | 

gate (4): we rake not pn vs by our owne pewerand god!ineſſe | 9 Act,3.12, 

to beget faith in any mans heart : rhe opermy of the heart us | 

in the power of an or] er(1),cuen in his who haththek-pof | rAR.t6.1 4, 

Damd, #hich epeneth and no mas ſbutteth, ſhutieth and no man | 

openerb (1): Woe he vnto vs if we [hall encroach vpon the | (Reu. 3.5. 

Lords peculiar : bur if it be his pleaſure, who makerh brs 

porer perlelt by weakeneſſe (t), and who chouſerh the weake | ta Cor.12 9. 
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thinges of the world to £0 fourd the n,1ghnethines, (v), toren- | u1,Cor.1,7. 
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qc Pi.42.1. Hart for the riners of water(*©), (o,it alſo pamteth after Chriſt, 
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x .Cor-4-7-' | deryntovslucha treafurcas isFaith, incarthen vellels (>), 
y 1,Cor.1.31. | and by the fooliſhneſſe of preaching to [ane them that beliene() ); 
who art thou that thou ſhould({t diſpute with God ? Iris 
not my purpole to enter a diſcoucte of this matter; onely 
' chis 1 lay ; when che Liraclites deſiring a King, God had ap: 
| pointed Sewl to be their Head, it is laid wicked mon deſpiſed 
him,and ſaid, ſhall he [ane vs? But a B andof men whoſe heart 
z 1.Sam.19.26 | God rouched , they followed him (*): lo , when God hathor- 
27- daincd preachers to gather together h;s ſas, though ſome 
| | deſpiſers writhe the mouth ,and ſ.y in (corne why ſhall theſe ſane 
vi? yctthole, lo many as whole hearrs the Lord hath cou- 
ched they will follow,andthey rotheir comforts (hall find 
this means to be the power of God vnto Saluation , when the 
| a Rom.1.16. | deſÞiſers ſhall vamſb away (?). 
AQ.13.41. So then now J haue ecucn chalked you out the way to 
Adoption - Is thine heart enflamed with che debire of this 
glorious cttate to bc the ſon of God?thou canſt nor atchieuc 
' it but by faith : being a belecuer,thy delirein this cannot be 
| in vaine Could we have deuiſed a more calle condition ? 
| would(t thou-belceuc ? looke vp to the Father of lights; 
faith is his only to beltow : buttorget nor the incanes, the 
b Rom.10.8, | word of Faith which wepreach( >) . Though rauing dogs 
{ct open their mouths and barke againlt the moone, yet 
walks thou in this light, and it (hall guide thy feete in the way of 
peace:and when the word preached hath brought hy heart 
within thee to be as the thirty land, fothat now like the 


and thou wouldelt think thy lelte kappie, it thou mightelt 
haue but one cruin of grace; know that then , eucn then 
_ | Faith begins to pecpe out in thee, and thouartinthe direR 

courſe to be called the Soawne of God. I belceech you let no 
| | oddc opinions, or taintnetle of ſpirit detaine vs from this 
; Courſe . When the people were 1n,the wilderncile, inthe 
way to the promiſed Canaan, they [cnt ſpics to lee the ſtatc 
d Num.rtz. | ofthecovntrie(*): Artheir rerurne, they brought of the 
fruit ofche land, and acknowledged the goodnetle and fer - 
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tiiticot the toile 5 but (lat | they ). 1he peaple be ſtrong , the 


prople were yur of neart: well, Caleb (tyod vp and fi led 
S ens, laving, Let vs g0 vs at once ard pojſee \ for undiub- 
| realy w; ſrall ouercome u (© pþ Iemay be (o in this calc;we may 
| be brought to cont: fe that it 15 ar admirable thug tobe 
| the lonne of God,and we would with to attaine it, but hap- 


pily we will withall catt many perils, and cthinke with the | 
't Pro 22.13. 


iluggard,there:s 4 [yon without (t };and lo many things ap- 

| pertay ning to itthat wethulneucr accomplit}iit. I fay ther- 
| fore with Caleb, lervs wp 48 once, let vs motbe wearted and 
| far mour mndes.it is the Lords worke, and he will proſper nt. 
Aad (o,leauing the ſucceile of this exhortation to his blef- 
lie, l come tothelecond Duatrine. 


ſoune of God, tobe aſſured im hu owne ſoule that hes fo. Doc 
you al iu: Ic whether this be a forced colleion trom cls 
| place. I aske: ſpaxe the Apottle vpon his knowlegdec, or 
| vpon ſuppoſall? Behold mhar lone the father hath ſpewedwn. | 
| to V1, that we ſeuldbecalledthe Sonnes of God: and( © ),now | 
| are nerds ſannes of God(®), We know that we are tranſlated | 


| frons death unto life becauſe ve lone the brethren. Neithe: doth: | 


te manner uf {pc3king ſauour of ought, but certainric; 
| nelther could it a2rce with the grauitic of 211 Apoltle to 
ſpeaxeſo lenmmtuciyſo dererminarely ofthat,of which he 
| ha {nolcri:d eros ., Doubtletle, the Apottle knew h111m- 
[cite tobethc onne of God. You willlay, be mightknow it, 
 butit followesnotrhierforethatlo may we. Yes ver:ly. For, 
| firſt, both heere, and generally throughout the whole E- 
| piſtle, heſpcaxes inthe plurall number (we), thewing that 
inthele potiits, he titigieth nothinlelte our trom the com- 
mon ranke ofoelrene: "$,but treates of matters coinmo!1 to 
them with him(s!fc. Secondlylilt any ſhouid ſuppole,thar 
toughenacte tings were Com. on to other beleeuers with 
lobs, yct they were appropriate oacly to the belceuers 
then, and with /o/2», he giues vsa geacrall rule, that the 
D Dottriuc | 
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| crtres be wailed ,the ſoun:s of Anak_be there; vpontlus, the | 


e yerl.zr. 
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g verf.2. 


h verl. 14. 
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i loh. 2.3. 


k Luc.10.20, 


| Pro. 27,1. 


m Pſal.z2.1. 


a Iam.-2.19. 


O 2. Pct.xt.1o, 
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DoQrine of comfort by the mediation of Chri#F, which he 
delivereth, belongs notro him oncly , and the belecuers, 
ty whom he wrotc , bxt to all thror.ghout the world(* ):(0 
chat, graunt me of Jobs, that he knew his owne adoption , ] 


will infcrre, that this knowledge is a privileupe of all belce- 


. vers, intheir meaſure, as well as his. Now for che point it 


 {c]fe, there is nothing for which the word of God doth af- 


foord a more certaine proofe. To know that Iam the ſonne 
of God, that my name is written in heauen, that my ſimet are 


 forginen , thele things are all one 1n «ti; and therefore 


rs 


what proofe may be allcadged for any one of theſe, the 
ſame pertayneth vnto all , Revorce ({aith Chriſt) \*) wor char 
the ſpirites are ſubdued vnto you ,but ratber vertoice , becauſe 
your names arewritten mheauen.] Jemaund, who cat) rcivice 
in things vnknowen ? Fooles may feed themiclues with 
idle hopes,and tickle their fancies with imagined content- 
ments, but no man can ſoundly reioice inthat of which he 
hath no atlurance . Do not boaſt of to morrow(laith Solomon 
(!) ), and why not of to marrow? becauſe rbon kyoweſt not 
what a day may bring foorth : Wherefore,itis vaine boaſting 
of that whereof there is no certaintic . Bleſſed :5 he whoje 
wickedneſſe is forgiven , and whoſe ſinne s couered (®): Cana 
man be bleſſed, and yet not perccetuc it ? can he be happic, 
and yct not knowit? One maine part of happineſlc 1s in- 
ward contentment :Ignorance of that vpon which my con 

ecnement is grounded, and contentment it feifc cannor 
agree: I belecue the remiſſion of Gnnes, ( faith the profel- 
ſorof Faith) in the Creede : Beleceuelſt thou the doRrine of 
Forgiuenelle in a generalitic ? thon docſt well; bur rhe Di 

wel do (o , andthey tremble(®"), Iapprehend ,and am per- 
{waded of the pardon of mine owne fumes: there is the right 
meaning of the article. I ain charged to gize all di/19ence to 
make my calling andelettion [wre(*) :{urcto God I neednot; 
I cannot : The foundation of God flands ſure of it ſelfe(?): 
ſurc to mine owne foulc I may, or clſc this preceptis in 
vaine. I am commaunded by my Saviour whenI pray , to 


_ 


call 
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(cace I may dareto come, and into whole lap I may be 
{ bold to vafold my grietes, but as Iam his adopted ſonne 
in Chriſt ? ſhall Il ecrme him Father, and have no atfurance 
that Iam his (onne? this were 1ntollerable preſumption. 
W hat(hould J muleiplic proofes in ſo plainc a caſe? Scrip- 
eure proofes are not to be recciued by tale, but by weight, 
one as good as an hundred. To bring vs to the atlurance 
of our adoption , is the drift of preaching , the icope of 
praving, and thc intent of our adminiltring and recciuing 
the Sacramcits: all ayme and driue at this, that we may 
learne to applic the generall (weetnelle of the Feriptures to 
/ OUT owne particulars, | 

Buetocut ott{as much as is pollible) all miſtakings: here 
isaneccſſaric queltion to be made tuuching this atſurance 


atſurance which 1s (o certaine;,, tharit is ncuer intermixed, 


ſwere: { dare not ſay it is ſuch an aſſurance : l know Dawad 
knew himſclte to be the choſen of God : yer J know, that 
ſometime he thought he was caff our of Gods fight (3) , and 
that the Lord would ſhew no more fauonr (t) . I know that his 
eentations this way were long, ſo thathis eyes failed for was. 
ting for God (*),and muchado he had to matter his owne 


—  —— 


within me ? waite on God( *) , thrice there repeated : nay , 1 


| know further, andam atlured,that they whichneuer doub., 


; ted of their adoption,did neuer belceuc it: For,as ſoone as 
; Faith lookes aboue the ground of the heart, Sathan ſeckes 
; to blalt it with a (forme of doubtings. What aſſurance 
| then (will you ſay) isthis you diſcourſe of ? I aunſwere, an 


| alſuranceavming and ſtriving afteratſurance; an afſurance | 


of Adoption that I now ſpeake of; whether ie be ſuch an. 


nor ouer-clouded, nor diſturbed with doubtings ? I aun: | 


diſtruſtfulnes. #/by art thou caſt downe my ſoule , and vnquiet | 


21| 


call God Farber : how is he to me a tather,into whoſe pres | 


( 


| 


_ 


| 


| wraflling and combating with continuall doubtings ;an | 


| aſſurance which lookes not tocorre to perfection , but by 
' waucring. Itis the wifedom of God by this veric meanes 


| toſettle the hearts of his choſen. A man chat plants a tree, 
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after that he hath put it ir.to the ground ,and begun to 
ehrow carth thercon,cuer and ano!? 


Ay 
22 


, Rc 1s ſhaking: 1Cway ? | 


not to oucrthrow it, but to tcelec ir, bow ie flatids. ro mc 
it ſinke deeper, andthe rootes toliccluſerto the ground: : 
lo, the Lord giucs leaue tothe atluratice of his chilurento | 
beſhaken,not co weaken ir, ut tocontincit, and tolctile| 
it ſo much the ſurer in the heare, Thvs is the atlutance of | 


Adoption,cuer [triving vith Jittultiulicile, fometiines a 
little toyled, but lvone revue iotelteand ti:liintheind 
crowned with viEtoric :and who {oihall ground his atiu- 
rance vpon the many [tories of doubt gs, that he hath; 


_—_— — 


cndured,I am perlwaded he doth it build vpcna rule that 


hall nor deceiue him. 
Firft.tiis difcoucrerh one grand error of Poperie, which 


is{according to the Canons of the Councellof Trent) That | 


no inan cat haue any alſuranceof hisadoption in thus lite, * 


other then conicurall ,vniciic it be made knowne viito 
him by ſpeciall reuclativn. He that wili be a Papilt,in deed 
and complecat, is bound by the rules of his owne Rejiigion, 
cuen tothe vericend and period of [11s daics to be 11 1[ul- 

penſe of that, without the at{urance wheicot,theloulcot a 
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Ctriſt:an can haue no folide comfort . We lay a Chiithan | 


nay douvr, it1s pullible for þ1 112 to duulrt: they bays Ic 62, ms 


doubr, and he is accurled 1 euer hethinkeor ende uou: fot | 


anv grounded certaintic. Afiſerab/e comforters they are all 


(as /ob ſaid of hisfriends ( &): and as 11 all ter de ttiiacs. 
(hey rob God of his glone, which is 115 deceit tevell, to. 


they deprive the {ou'e of the alſurance of Faith, wiitet 
13 her chiefeſt comfort. 
our lelucs, 

Secondly, this meets with Corrupt:ois among cur | 


| felyes3 tao chictcly: the bull Is thersuhocodawme any 


them to know lomuch of Gods ſectors, «s whentice ti ey! 
be laucd or no; whethe 
of God or no? Anſwer: Topictle to kiow whit Uyuy iatli ic 


doRtrine as prefumpruous: what ;tTr newt take vpol; | 


al! 
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| cretcd, is oreſumption; :Luttorefulcto fake r.0tice of chat 
which God hathappou.teda means tO tid out that 1svn- | 
thanktulnetle. Truth 15, of bumicite, 10 wan can tind out | 
this {cciet, for rhe things of Goak. owe2th nom.An, but th: ſpirit 
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—— 


, which t5 of God,that we might know the thirgr which are giuen 
| vs of God,aind(*)wehaue the mind of Chriſt, Letmen bewarc, 
\ leaſt yn Jera Pretence ot notpreſuming , thicy make thein= 
(ejucs ginity of contempt, The (econd,istheirs, who neuer 
labouratter ally certaintic of reſolution in this Particular: 
[ hauc often wondred atir, to fee how in other things cue- 
' ry mans dclite is to deal vpon certainties, & yet how 11 thus | 
' main & 1mpottanr point,they can fatiste themlelues with | 
- | meerc {1;ppolals For tenures of lan. Is,for conuciances for 

 leales,tor bonds,for indenur (Lord) wh at auoO there 15 4: 
mon2 men | how many draughts in paper , whatſcaanng 
of words , what werohing of every ciaulc, as 11 abailaiice. } 
| what count ling with laayecrsbcfore engroltingthen winet 
carcto keep chem lat boxing them vp ro Preuctit cembe- 
zeling,and yet, what Is all that is hejd,but cuen a lump of 
carfhi,fora manof clay? two things, whicha'l che wit and | 
| policte of the world, be notable to combine. Come we to | 
| the pointof Gur chief ;neritance, and letme proceed bv | | 
| | poll,from manto man,andvree hinwwethew his atlurarice. | 

| Alas, what wotull vicoroaint: | [ hepe well, {a thone, / truſt ' 

| faith an other, God us mererfull, faith a third, [ hail do as well | 
4 others faith a fourth; lureiv ,hethat had 30 better atſu- | 
| rance of I15 houſe where jie ducis, then the molt have, cr 
| care to haue of che proinifed inher:rance of their foules, 
would thinke limieite in an evill taking : Alas, that we 
which are (0 polite tor our bodies, ft ou!d i; fo fimpl e 
and tiily for our {4 wes Ithar we wh:ct lecke tro make chat 
ſolure, vl1ch we are ſure to torgo, are {y remille to lay a 
better foundation for the time to come | wouldI were as : 
able toretorine this Ore) Tc tau! e,asS 1 41! fo Convince it. | 
\V1.0 is there atnon oft vSable tf. ; plead n not euv'itie ?cirther | 
| $32 v p_ 
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of Ged (*): But now(tuith he) ne haue receined the [þir1 | xI-Cor.2.11- 
y veiſ.13, 
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a 3.Kin.18.25. 


b Tob.r 1.20. 
c Job.18.14. 
d Iob 18.6. 


e Iob.1z.28. 


f Deurt19.15. 


g Rom. 8.16. 


i of the wicked ſhall fails (laith the Scripture ) therr refuge ſhall 


we vtreily neglect this guuc, or we dunot plic it {0 dili- | 
gently as we InDuid. J beſecch you lutfer the words of 
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cxhortation, and [ct my counſell herein. be acceptable vn- 
ro you. Gre een all giligence to make this one point ſure, 
or cilc letme ſpeakxe plainly vnto you , you haue nothing 
furc but conjemnarion: You build now vpon I know not 
what hope, which indeed 1s no hope , but meere preſump- 
tion , andisbutas thereed of Fgype( *) on which if a man 
leane ,ut will gomtohu hand and pierce «1, it will deceive vs 
molt, when by it we expect che greatclt comtore. 7 he eyes 
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periſh, andtheir hope ſhall be ſorrow of minde(®) Whei death 
the King of feare (as Bilaad calleth him (5), thall ſerze vpon 
them , cher candle (hall be ſodamly put out (5), their former 
conhucnce ſhall conſume lthe a rotren thing, and as a garment 
that s moth-eaten(*®), This may becnough torthe reproofe 
Of this cuiil. Letme now with your good leaucfoliow the 
coutle in this which I held in the former point : I firſt 
perſwaded you to ate the dignitic of Adoption. I next 
directed you how to attaine it: ſy nowyl haue mooucd you | 
to labour for atlurance, let me teach you how to be relol- | 
ued : And this isindecd the vericlweet and marrow of all | 
Religion , a man 1s but as an apprentice in Religion, he 1s 
ncuer Malter of his craft, till hc1s conc to ſome $kill and 
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diligence in this particular, | 

It was one of the old rules of the Law, That in the worth | 
of two or three wuneſſes enery word ſhould/tand (* ) ; It is there- | 
tore the wiledom of God, that the allurance of Adoption | 
ſhould be grounded vpon the teſtimonie of two veric lut- ! 


; ficient witnetles , The ſpurt of God, and our owne ſpirit (® ): | 


The sþ:rit of God beareth witneſſe wh or ſpreit , that we are | 
the children of God. Concerning this teſtimonie of the | 
Spirit, itisa mylteric to fleſh and bloud, icis a thing more | 


; calic to feele , then to expreile. There be certaine ſecret ; 


' 
inttacts & impreſſions of naturc,vlich no tongueor pen | 
of any man can define ;as who can determine the diitin- | 
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Aion of ſmell, by which the Ewe knoweth her own Jambe 
trom 4 Qraunger? or the difference of bleating , by which 
the one diſccrneth the vtber in a multitude. .wH:ichto our | 
cares do make the ſame ſound ? The ſame may be laid of 
rcheteſecret workingsin che regenerate: they in whom they 
arc perceiuethem, and wake vic ot them; but the diſtin 
and proper nature of them , it patſcth the skill of the moſt | 
exaQt attill ro ſer downe. This 1s verified in nothing more | 
then in thisre{timonicof adoption, by the ſriritot God: 
{>me circumltantiall dcfcription I may make of it, but to | 
dctineir (tridtly is more then I can pertorme . 1 he {pirit 
' of God beares witnelle of aJoprion, by applying tothe 
heart in particular the pronuſes of Gud touching the re- 
miltion ot lnnes and lite cuertatiing by Chrift ,, which are 
generally propounded hy the publique miniſtric : The 
word (pcaketh inlarge and vnlimited manner vatoall,the 
ſpiricot God appiopriates it to my ſoule, and conuverrerh 
that tomy periſonall comfort, which was commended in 
common to the whole allembly. /fay calleth this a word 
bekind (* ),priuily atſuring a mans ſouleof a more (peciall 
intcrelt, into generail fauours, The maine thing to be ca- 
red for about this tel}1monie of the ſpirit, is how to diſtin» | 
guiſhiit from an ulluſon of Sathan, from a diabolicall im- 
pulture : It 15truely ſaid that the Dinell 1s Gods ape, and 
ſeckes to counterteir him almoſt in cuery thing. Thereis | 
' a thing I1xe repentance, which 1s not repentance indecd, | 
' but onely a worely forrow, cauling death : thereis athing 
like holinetle, which isnot holinetle, but hypocrifie: there 
is ſomewhat like praverguhichisnot praycr,but lip-deuo- 
tion: lo there is ſomewhat commeth very neere the eſti- | 
' monic of the ſpirit, which yetis notit,bur mcere colluſion. | 
' Yow haue fearce a wholeſome hearbe i in the garden, but 
you have fome hurtfull weede in the field which is [ikeit; 
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he that is not skilfull, may be foone deceiued,as was he (') | 3 2. 


that gathered Coloquintida for his pottage : Let vs learne 
| alittle then , how we may diſcerne betwixt the trie tefti- 
monic 
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26 T 
monicet the pit, and the hiſſing of the Serpent. Two 
(peciallinarkstiierc be,by which we way diitinguith them; 
Fir(t, thatatlurance ot Adoption, which is felt and perceti- 
ucdinthelieurt, then vw hew the heart is calt Jownegand i> 
Ike Dams heart , Aly beart & the waxe, it 1s molten mthe 
middeſt of my bowels(*) ,thatlame 13 vndoubtedly the voice 
of Gods; itt, thetcitimonic of the hoſie Gholt, My rea- 
tons this; In the Jay of a mans (ecuirme,v hen hehath little 
or noappichcntion of tnne, tu:therthen according tothe 
common laving , that we are all ſine 5, itis pollible tor his 
owne vnlancticed nature ,tocherith himvp,andeo tced 
bim with a groundleflc hope, of I know not what. Itis 
polliblechat Sathan (ould putte him vp with apreluming 
concecit,thatno doubthe ihall beſaued. But take me a wan 
confounded in himſelte with the conſcience of linne like 
Ezra,(1)roarmg for the griefe of his heart wth Damd(®), 
mourning 4s a doue with Hezekiath (*) hanmg wm him the ar- 
rowes of the Almightie , the venime thereof drmigms vp his 
{prit ,andihe terrors of God fighting againſt him with [ob (* ): 
Take me(Iay)a man brought torh!sexigent,2nd ſeeming 
cotcel the veric (corciung of He!l nre; nature can attord 
him no refreſhing, but matter rathicr of more perplexitic: 
the Diuell wi:lnotthen {ceke to cheere him vp, butrather 
(if ic be politble)cto thrult hit forward into veter deſpaire; 
That hope of fauour with God through Chriit,then, which 
then (prings vp inthe heart(as it were a hand ſudainly caſt 
out to lauc a man at the veric point of drowning ) muſt 
needs be the worke of Gods {piric;becaulcitis contraric to 
tzecourſeand reafon of taturegcontratictothe ſpite & po- 
licieot the Diuvel,thata man (houtd then recouer any com- 
fort, Let no Chrittan ſoulc then torget this Uiftinction,as 
lure a rule to know anillution of Sathan, from a perlwa- 
ſion of the holte Gholt , as Shibbeleth and Sihboleth was to 
know an Ephraimute from aGileadtte(?). Thelſecond marke 
isthis: That teltimonicof Adoption , which is begotten 
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by the holic Gholt ,is wrought in, and by the vic of the 
N1CA:1Cs, 
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Sprrituall Sonne-ſhp. . 27 
meanes, preaching, reading , meditation of Gocs word, 
praycr, the right and reuerent vſcot the Sacraments: For 
the Lord 1s cuer apreſcrucr and maintainer of that courſe 
which himfclfe hath ſanRifed. If he appointa meancs, he 
doth not (ordinarily) worke, but by that nieanes, The Di- 
ucll jaboureth the contempt,or clle the careleflle vic of the 
neancs. What need (aith he ) ſomnch hearing © towhat end 
tis a man; ſomuch buſymng him{elfe about the word? He is the 
authour of cold,lupcrficiall, and ſeldome prayiag, of neg» 
l:gent reſorting to the Lords beard , yethebuzzeth intoa 
mans care and heart, a confident expecRation of life etcr- 
nall. This chen 1 (ay vnto thee: Art thoua diligent and 
carcfull hearcr? doett thou giue attendance at the poſts of 
the Lords doores(*) 31s h s word the ry andrevoycing of thy 
heart (' )? Arc the promiſes of God ſweet unto thy monurb(*)? 
Is t a delight vnto thee, to be an often gueſt with the reſt 
of Gods people,at the heauenly banquet of his bolic Sup- 
per ? Loueft thou to pexre ont thy heart by prayer before him 
(*): and hath that hope of Advuption which thou haſt,been 
wrought in thee by theſe helpes? And doeſt thou ft1d 1tro 
be cheriſhed , and to be more ({trong , and effec uall , and 
liucly,by the diligent and conſcionableartending on them? 
Surely chou haſt che ſpirit of God within thee, who hath 
giucun thee . chat white ſtone of drſcharge from the guile of 
linne (®): He # come toremaine with thee (*), tobe the earneſt 
of thine inheritance (”) , and io ſeale thee ynto the day of re. 
demptien( * ), But on the other {ide , Art thou like Gallro, 
one that Careſt not for theſe ſpirituall things (*)?Or an Athe- 
man, whowhen thou beholdcſt a Preacher, thinke(t , what 
ll this babler ſay” )? when God oftercth knowledge vnto 
thee doeſt thou ſayin thy hearr, depare fromme 1 dejire it not 
(©)? Artthou of opinion that itrs mwayne tor mento be fo 
preciſe abour ſcruing of God (©)? Artthou onethat prayell 
but le;dome, other then in ſome formall words wichour 
inward feeling ? and who careſt for no oftucr communica» 


ting at Gods board,then may keepe thee from the daunger 
E of 
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arc the childe uf God , and thall be ſaved ? Ilay vntothee, 


tis 1s but an iilutzon of Sathanz this is r.0 tellimonic of 
' rhe hulie Ghoſt, The witnefſe of Gods [p.rit,and the con- 
| cempt of the meancs, do neuer meet, Any tius much for | 


' the former of thele two witaciles of Aloption , the [fur | 
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of God., 

| Now, we hauc heard the verdict of tlic fiift witietle, lor 
vs procced to the examination of the {ccond, and tliatis 
our owne ſpire. By our Owne [pirir, t510t INcant QUT natu- 
rall heart: Forthe marmaiions thereo! aceoncly emil(*), ut 
1s wichedaboue allthings ('  ; ny canv;nng acleaneihbing out 


of this filthineſſe (*) ? but therel;y iSIneailt, that which Da: 


' wd callcth arightjpiru (*) : It isthutuew ſpot, which God 


promuſcrh £& put within thc UV cot his chulen ones 4” 


a ſpi:ir puriticd by the bloodot Chirill, rewued ani! fa; bi 


fed by the holy Gholl, luch a fþ:rzr it is vliofe telltinionic 


' we mult hearken to, There is 120 toith by naturein gur 19- 
ward partes, and Our OwNn (pirit ca telitiy nothing but vn- | 
cruth. Thecuidences of alopt:on arihi'g out of a renucd | 


and ſantificd (piritare many. I vill namerthe mult, and in- 


| fit vpon thoſe whichT hold (conliderittg the [late of the | 
' times) tobe molt convenient: They may be rcterrcuto 
two heads. Fir}, inward tokens : ſccondly,ourward trutmts. 
| Inward tokens are cither in rcſpcR of our Owne linncs, 1 
. in regard of Gods mercic. Sinuc bearcthathreetold con- 
' (>leration : cither as it is Pall, or as:t 18 preſent, or asit 


' may come hereafter, Thereaucd (put whick mull be the | 
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- true wirnetle of adoption,for has palt and coinmitredyis an 


vatained lamenter,cucn thertorc becaulc theybe trefpatles 
againſt Gods maicttic; This « goa!y ſorraw 5), With linnes 
preſcnt it isancarnelt fighter,there js a continual conbatc 
betwixt it and the fleſh{ '}. Touching linnes to come; it is 
a continuall watcher, keeprng ut ſelfe with all d/tgence (> ), 
flrinmg tobe kept vn potted of theworld( ",, andto flee the Cor. 
ruprion wich xs mtbe world through luſt(®).Now for the mer- 
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' cics of God. ſuch i oncerntfalunk on ; the renued Gone! 
hath a double alfc@tion . Fir{t, of Fonging, Ay /oule /angeth. 
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(faith Du} (P) , ir ths: (tcth for : hee (4) Sccondly, of bale | p P84. 
q Pta, EL. 1, 


elteeniing Al] chings in reſpe&t of it : 1 thinke allrhixgr but 
dur: \that [ may win Chriſt {r)- Heete is aglaile worth our 


| looking inzlf we cannot ſeeby beholding it, and by pry- | 
ing into our feluesthelecutdences!: 1 thetablesof our OW1i) ' 
hearts, what ſhall lay ? what?as Ab .ibs Chaplaines, goand | 
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ſhall be a {ufirctenteniderc 


pul rer{{ 2 nay,f1. let my tong cleaue to the roofe of my ms: :wth | 

]1 "Pr wit ſay pl.niv.as Peter's Ss ANOE) yur hearts 
be ne vpright : thmven inthe "ht of God{*). Ard we hauc | 
reaſon to ti.nx vpoitit : For (to touch 


i as by the way.) 


whereis lo row tor Gnnes palt , whenitisfucha delight to | 
' manv to record old vanines?{fucha vexation to the rnolt, to. 
; fhaue heireuts by-paſt,by the werd of God riptvyp?where 
| Is combarting witty finnes prefer rt, vhen men give them- 


ſe[ucs 45 ſeruaritsto ebey them FE) 


as the drunkard of hie, we well ſeeke them yer ftill (!)? A- 


| * where 1$ Care to preuent | 
; tuturecuils, hen menſtudy noted and lay of tncir ins, | 


gaine, whierc 15 longing for Gods mercy 1n Chriſt oe | 
' there 18 an vniuerſall fiintineſle in mens hearts, that thc 
, greatc{} part o! men, know notwhatir is toned a Saviour? , 
| where 15an accounting allthings vile inreſpeR of grace, 
| whe menare ſobewitched vitb che glorie of carth!y things, | 
' and (o hardned chrough the deceit fulneſſe of ane (*) that ro- 

thing is info licele grace, as the grace of God ? Flarter we 


notour ſcluce, the waritof theſe cuidences of Avonrion, 
- tOprooue vs baſtards, andthih 


| /omzes at the dayot chriſt. Thus of inward tokens: ns 
' nextof vurwar.| fruits: that ie, ſuch fruits as John Bap:i/f 
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[pake of, Frans rorthy FO PRE of rf, e { "FLO r.2uc 
ewo ſpeciali catalogues of them : che one{?), the ocher (© 


; theſe cannot be v holly w anring without, where there 1 a 


There taking of wv 
ſcruants, in v 


renued fpirit within. I13fcr OnLert.; 


hich th-sc is fmal! 2nnea- 
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| rance of fruit, but {becaule tierce .s cuer a certaine (cerer 
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tcede remayning (©), there can be no perperuall barren- 
neiſe,Thinke we thatthe Lord wil lcaue them to be as val- 


| [als of Sathan g,and (laucs ro finne, to whom 1 is his will 


co bceltow a kingdome? All the veilels of honour which 
are mect tor the Lurd, are prepared to good works ( *), 
andthcir fruit & wm bolmeſſe, whoſe end ſpall be ener laſting 
life(f). That feeling of Guds louc, which i ſped abroad 
ea the hearts of b:s children(®) , makes them to lvuc God 
agaiie, to loue what he commaunds, to hate that which 
is knowne to be diſplealing to his majeltic Ic wijl make 
chem reaſon as Joſeph d1d ; How then can | do this oreat wic- 
kednejſe , and [o finne againſt God(®) ? He that hnis God 
to bea fatherto him, will cairic a child like d.fpobition to 
God. Theſe things arelo plaine, that they need no prove. 
] ſee this downetherefore for good ; Onr ſpire ,if it telh1- 
tie aright , touching our adoption , beareth witnelle by the 
outward'truits of ncw obedicnce; they do all ſhite as /rghrs 


| among men (*),lo manyas ſhall walke wh Chriſt m white, 


and (ſhine 4c the Sunne 1n the kinodome of God (k ), Now, 
what (hail we doc, aid which way thall we loekc, whcn 
we come tobe tried by this witnetle ? For ( alas) what be 
the fruites of men proteſſing godiinctle 2 what a loath- 


| fomeſauour ſhould 1 ſceme to railc vp, it I ſhould center 
to the diſcoucric of the fithinetle of theſe wofuil times? 


which yet notwithilanding too roo ſhametuily, and with 
a whoores forchcad, that caiinot bluſh laycrh open ir (clte, 


| with an high hand rothe diſhonour of God , to the ſhame 


of the Goſp:1l, to the ſlaunder of Religion , and ro the 
opening of the mouth of Papiſts againtt Gods truth. We 
giue the world occation to bliſpheme that worthy name af- 
ter rhichwe be named (1). What a cuntroucife hath God 
with the times for thoſe linnes which Hoſea ſpeaks of (®), 
S wearmg, Lying, Killing, Stealing, Wheormg ? How are tholc 
Gancs ot: Sodomne, Pride, Fnlneſſe , [dleneſſe( *), grownc 
co a hcight in this generation ? with thcfe ue haue filled 
the land from corner tocorner(®* ); clpecially and abofie 
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| all that finne mentioned by /eb (?), The rſt and the wpright 
i man is laughed to ſcorue. In a land profciling Religion, 
| there is nothing tn a more vniuerlall diſgrace , then the 


; inceritic of Religion . Bluſh o Heauens to looke vpon | 


| this, and be a ſhamed o thou Su:ne to behold this wic- 
kedncle ! Are thele the truites of Adoption ? arc thelſc 
| likelic ro be the actions of thoſe which are bepe by rhe 


3T | 


p Chap. 12,4. 


, power of God through faith vato ſaluation()? Src, it the |q 1.Per.1.y, 


, Diucllang his angels were let lookero liucin bodilie ſhapes | 


among men, they would cuen lo live, as the molt men 


t live. Oppricliion , crueltic, exaRtions, pride, infolencie, | 


 druixennecle , wantonnetle , oathes , ſabbath-breaking , 
' coi:ten,prot godiinetTe , thile would be their viuall pra- 
; Atizes. It vou deinaund how | know it ; I anfwere, he 1s 
| cailed an vncleane ſpirit, and I am (ure he would be [ike 
' hiriſclfe . Now Ilayas Chriſt to the Tewes , /f we doe tbe 
 luſtes of the Dime?! , we are of our father the Dizell (*) is 
' we arc whom ve ovev(' ). You know Chritsr judgement 
; touching the price of jiluer(*): It it haue Ce'ars mage, 
' xt muſt be gwen to Caſar.. Surely , wicn the Lord beholds 
vs, and feeth invs nothing bur the image of Sathan, no- 
; thing hut he vnfranfull workes of darknefſe (* ), ſuch as 
| the Prince of darkneſſe (*) 1s author of, he will adiudge vs 

to him, whoſe maze we beate : For #howt holineſſe ſball no 
| man ſcethe Lord(?), Remember then this marke : I lay of 


'the adopted, as Chriſt (aid in an other caſe, By rherr fruits 


| ye ſhull know th:m(*), Defire [ mall thmys toliue honeſtly. 


| (*), care | to know and to docthe will of my h:anenty 


father (*)? I's my connmerſation a4 it becommeth the Go'pell of 


; Chriſt( ©)? 1s the credit of Religion deare vuto me, (n 
| that I defice and labour, that by me it may not be em! 
ſpoken of (4, ? I hame awitneſſe in my ſelfe (*), which ſhall nor 
deccive me, AmlT of aloole and dilulute behautour ? a 
flauc co mine own [uſts ? a manthat bates to be reformed(*)? 
orelſc ,d» I content my ſelfeonly witha kind of forma» 
litic, and ciuill demcanor, otherwile cherithing inmy lelte, 
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' maiiy {ecret corruptions which arc lweer vnto me 2 Furely | 
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heres ngiciti mony of aJopt! on, but a fearefull louking for | 


of wdrement and violent fire(s). Thus haucl made vicof 


{ hj$N{4Ct Of [antls, fOUCNINE CWO W; tne!lesof our Sp 


ritcteall Sarne jÞrp : God: ſprrit, an4, our awne ſpirit. Andthis 
Sethe tivg couricof triali, it th! $ Point of great COncer- | 
INcnNt, Te alcang tothe tom at ftncvrerv hctt, toG2ds dos | 
cree, is dangerous, ts to be wiſe abous that which js mores] 
( ):Tobcoinat theie endeatrgurs 1m our ſeiues, and foro | 
alccid by Hegrecs, is comtortable, it i5 robe: vrſe accorams | 
to ſobrie'te , Tothe decree of elem, Gol hath for two | 
Icales, 0:1 he keepeth to lumicitc, The Lord ezowerth who 
are hs. the other he eh leftobtiinabieby vi, Let euery one | 
that call-th us LEN e of the Lord .cp.art from Wy '). 

Fin | we 11 ou: ſelues this latter, we may belure of TRANSE 
tothe tirit. | 
N vw touching theſorworetimonies, one rht11g 15s meet | 
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to beaded torchelati>tvino of humbled oules; namely, 
| tihatyput calc a man von enguiry,caniot bad che witnetle | 


—_ 


D-— were _ 


04 IIS 


, motion of grace, ſuch as, a /orging for orace,a bvewarlng of | 
' vabcleefe,a Labouring agamſt b.iradnejje of heart, vet :tISCOM- 
 kortable.I{peake notchis fOCiienith preſumption ,Or to en- 

' COUrage men to latishe CE NEINC ih thewes af g0114- 

' neile, byrthat I mav be tree from that, which mv 17aſter 
| himielfe was carcfull to au01d, I meancy quenchi-ig the /mo- ; 


 doprion, and, The po//:bui1ty of knowing tt, 


of Gois(piritin himfclte, yerit he hind theother, it futn- 
c:th, Fire is krnoOwne to be fire by the heat, though tor the 
une it haucno tlame: Nay be ie{which 15 potli >le) char the ' 
witnctlcot a mans own fpirit, inregara of the fruits of fan- | 
ctocation be yncerfaine, yet if therebe but <©ne conſtant | 
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bg flux, aid, bre ab ins the bruiſedreed & ). Arndthushauc 
[ cticiiarged che two firtt gen-rall points, T ve argnity of A. 


wu Toe 


2/0 on nw 7 men 
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EE Hethird point now pretſeth vpon vs to bce 
[25 | confiieied of, nam: ly That the ſkate of A/op- 


(Cc | o1;ce a.iuance.}totl;athio!our, cunneuer atter 


DS IA eos 


| The 1. Da- 
 Grine of chis 


* | 1199 7; changeable, that i5,thitthey who ure | 


CAEETIC TER dep:incd thercot. Left ifhould fecmie ro | 


mike matter, and co orc iny Text tonune ow: purpoles, 
'E 1:u!t faſt lee you fre, how this doctritie doth terch i125 


warrant thence. Itfcemeth rome, d lo Tſuprote itil 


' fo YOU, When vou hauc once wel] contideed it that Gaing 


\ lohnſpake thele words,ina Kid of reicyciiig and boatthing | 


man;ier, Behold what lune Feas mt were triumphing in this, | 


' tl;athe wththe relt of tlie beleeucrs were called rhe ſonnes | 
' of God Now, if there had been any hazard in this cllate, | 


' ar y poliibilitie of loting 1t, bis retoycing had beenigleg hits 
wlorving vaiae; It might have been fail vito him, Fell 


——— + 


\ m1gh-ſt thou triumph m thine adopted ſlate ,if «were freed. 


from C.1ſualtie; but why aoe(t thon glovie in that, which albent it 


+ 


be thine to day , may yet be forfenied ro morrow ? Thus might | 


lokhn jultly hauc bcen challenged, it this condition had not 
heen vnalterable:ſorthatche verie mar;er of ſpeech here (ce- 
meth to me,to bea luihcient ground of this doarine, tuu- 
ching the vncharngeavien-fle of Adoption. T herefrc the 
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Apolltlcalſointhenextverſe,asa man paſt all fearc of being | 
difſcifined of his expected inheritance, determinarcly thus | 


ſpeakes ,'s know that nhen be ſeall appeare , we ſhall alſo ap- 
peare with bin m glorie. You les then how willing niy text 
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' is to be the patron of this pujat : Hearken alittle whiles 1 | 
| (hall | 
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| ſhall enlarge ic further. The ſubſtanceof the proofc which 
'Iwvillvte couching this Dorine ſhall be this;3rhatit chere 
' he ary alrcrarion in the [fateof Adoprion,it proceedeth ci- 
race from God or from ome other intcrivor cavle: but not 
from God, nor trom any other 1:fcrior caulc; therefore 
rotat all. Firit, irproccedeth notfrom God ;which T will 
' thus inake man feſt. In the buliactle of our faluation, the 
' (cripturc ordinarily ſpeaketh of Gol! Uiſtiictivinthe three 
perſons, ech of chem [501g liis peculiar wore and action 
there: The Farber the fourtaine and beginniogthe Sonre 
che icftrument and groun:l, the ho/re Choſt the applicr and 
accomplither. Now tt thall[be made plaine to vs,that there 
15no defect in the workings of either of theie ehirce, which 
mav hazard the citate of the Adopted. Touching God ge 

; nerally , He «5 net a mm that he ſhould repent (a), his gifts and 
callmg are without Pepentance (* ), bus foundation ſtunderh 
ſmre (c) ;the good worke of prace which he beginiett), he 
will per forme vn1ill the day of Chriſt (4) ,Thework of his owne 
| hands he will not forſake (©), Heis not towards his Adopted, 
arthe Offrich , who ſheneth himſelfe cruel! to his yong ones, as 
they were not his, andſoleauethh:s egges mthe earth forget 

ung that the foote might ſcatter them , or thewild beſt bre.ihe 
th-m(t\;butheisas the Eg le, who fleereth vp he- neſt flotte- 
reth over her birds, ſtretcheth out her wings , and beareth them 
vpon her wings (x) ;even lo ,the Lord continueth a perpc- 
cuall protector of thyſe whom he hath choſen to be his, vni- 
til he hath brought them ro theirappointed perteRion. 
Concerning /eſwss Chriſt , the author and finiſher of our Faith 
(h)-, and prince of our ſalnation!') this is [a1d, thar all that 
the father giue. h bm, berecemes (k) and that of thoſe which 
are giuen, be loſethnone (') neither ſhall any pluck them out of 
his hand(m), Touching the Hely Gheſt ,as he is ſaid to be 
| inthe ſonnes of Go\l, ſyhe is not there as a gueſt, ro tarric 
| for adayor two, but as an inhabitant to dwell(n) and to 
remame (*), Thus vou ſce, that on Gods part there 1s no 


prirituail Sonne-//ap. 
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hazard : with him there #& no variableneſſe, neither ſhadowing. 
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by turnmg (?). Nowit th: change proceed from any low et p Iam-1.17. 


| Caule, It mutt be euch er fromthe Diucii,or trom our (clues. | 
| I will proou 1c can be from neither, Touching the Diuell, | 


\ [know he will endeuour it ,for he goeth about as 4 roarm 


cauſe his time iS1houtened (! ); 
cttect it. Firlt, his Head :s broken! *), his inaine (trength 


1 be cut downe th t 1t will yerſþrour , theugh the roote waxe 
old in the earth. yet by the [ent of water ,it 14) bud and bring 
forth boughes (tte aplant( ©), but it tlie roore be kiiled it 
cannotieuwe, Iris nota limne of Sathan, which is woun- 
ded, 


which 1quel! ed, and the wound is patt nealing. Second- 


vs, (namely, Chiift by _ {p:rit ) che» he which i in the 
world( to wit) the Prince and God vt the world (*),and 
chatthough he do cempt, ver there thail be an iſſue gucen to 
therewarin(” } This clcererh it to vs, that touching the | 
{tate of Adoption, the Diuell cannot hazard it, ol remem-. 
ber, th- ſtorie mentioning Pharaoh [is purſuit of the 1{- 


wt 21 high band ( *):{01n this, Sathan marcheth after with 
all-his power , butthe choſen of Go4 are caricd with an 
Hinhbard, there 1s a wightier then lie to defend therr cau'e 


1s gone, and he canvot recourt it. 7 here ws hope of a tree ,uf 
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he unight then licke nimlelte whole z it 18 his head. 


He ,there1s a plaine aturance that greater: heth.rt 1s in 


cachres ſpraketh thus, Pharaoh king of 4 geve . followed af- | 
ter the children of Iſrae!, but the children of !ſrael went out | 


— 


| agamſt him (* ). As Sathan cannot hazar{ this c{tate, lo | 


neither can we our (clues. It we couly,it mult be either by | 


the loile of Fazrh, (which 1s the thino whercby wc /tara(® ” 

or by {ome great tinne, which may caſt vs out of Guods ta- 

uour. Concerning the firit, indred. Faxh 18 the ve of 
 Adzprion , and if there werea pothtoOilite of looting it,the 
' (tars of {deption werein danger. But(#lcijed be God)chere 
' i$119 ſuch matter, Firlt it is the Gs of God (f) , and his 
| Gifts ( as we hauc heard. ) are without Repertance , Indeed, 
it 


Ul 


| 


| 


i 
' 


| 
| 
| 
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Lin ſeeking todenoure (5); and as he bath beet earns q 1.Per,5.3, 
from thebenmnmg (rt), ſc) now, his wrath is encrcaſcd, be. | 'C loh.8.44, 


-ut he thal! not, he cannot. 2,1 


t Gen,z.19, 


CC, 


u Iob.14.7. 
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36 T he Spiritual Sonne-ſbip. 
if Favth were begotten in vs of our (clucs,and had a depen- 
dance vpon any freedome of will in vs, it might well be 
contingent ; but being the cntiregifr of God,it mult needs 
partake of theynchangeable nature of God himlclfe . Se- 
condly , it cannot fai/e, for Chriſt hach praied to the con- 
traric (*), 1 pray that thou wouldeſ# keepe them from exill(*©), 


and what greater cuil[ then the [otle of Fe11h ? [ett pollible, 


| that his praicr ſhould bein vaine ? /know ((lith he himlelfe, 


direQing hisſpeec!: to his Father at the rayling vp of La- 
2474 ) that thou beareft me alwaies(*). His interceflion 
cuen far this particular bleſſing of the not failing of our 
Faith , ceaſeth neucr,and ſpeedcth alwaics. Thirdly , itis 
teltificd of Fairb,that ithath a certaine liuing power,which 
cannot dic, He that drinketh of the water which [ ſhall gine, 
ſoallnexer be more athirft, but the water which 1 ſhall gine him, 
ſhallbe m him awell of water , fringing vp wo enerlefting life 
(t). I confclle that which cannot be denied, andis not to 
be ſecreted ,thatthe Faith of the Adopred may be greatly 
waſted, and many things appertaining to it may decay , as, 
boldneflc to come into the preſence of God, tenſe and fee- 
ling of ſpirituall joy, and of that Peace which Pas! calleth 
Peace is belcexing (*), It is pollible for it, to be for a time 
cuen buricd in the heart, notſhewing it ſclfe by any fruits 
of profcliion : inreſpeallo of the meaſure of ir, it may be 
much lctlencd and maimed, but where there 1s Faith in 
erugh, it can ncuer be cleane extinguiſhed. Ilay til] of the 

b&ccucr, cuen when , to mans ſceming ,in regard of 
(ome fall,his c{tare is molt fcarfull, as Pax! did of the youth 
at Epheſus, who fct] downe from the third loft,and was ra- 
ken vp dead, His life is whole wathin him (* ): T here is a hid- 
den vertue yet within which will revive. 

Now concerning Sm, thatthat cannot difpollcile the ſor: 
of God of their hoped inheritance, J can cabilic ſhew . Al 
things worke together for the beſt vnto thew that lone God(*): 
If all chings wo: keto their goodgthen not Sine to deſkru- 
Aion. Nay, he who ſor Sams,ons refreſhing brought Aeace 


080 | 


| 


} 
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| ſomnes of Ged,to looſe his cltate;it is poſſible forall ; for one 


PIretuall SOMDE-JDEp.. J7 
owe of the denourer ('),and in the creation of the world made 
Light to come out of Darkneſſe(®) caiſcth much good to his 
children,cucn out of Seve : as, much watchfulneſſe, much 
humilitic,much thankfulneſſe to God, much charitie to- 
wards men, &c- Elſe, why ſhould Pazl,eucn gladly revoice 
and take pleaſwre in infirmittes (*) 2 Secondly ,it was a pro- 
miſc to Sa/owwon,(and why not in Salomon toall the /onner of 


part away from him(*). Peter may fiancybut his Maſter ſhall 
{ooke backe vpon b1w,and that (hall mclthim intotearcs(?). 
Thirdly, God defireth the (aluation of his Adeptedſonnes: 
Thinke we ,that he will not (being able) remoue all impe- 
diments to their eternall, and (on his part) intended good ? | 


For he ſuſfreth itto be yet cuen in the holicſt, yca,a!though 


Lord three times, faith Pawl(4), and yet he could not be dil- 
charged. Ifthe defircr of our ſaluation, and the remoouer 
of all hindrances to. it,do yet leaue /imne behind , weakned 
indeed, but not aboliſhed; ſurely then, Simne cannot ouer- 
throw the certaintic of our future inheritance. Thus haue 
I perfited this reaſon , to which it were not hard to couple 
many more: There ts ne condemnation to thems that are in 
Chriſt { ©). Tolay , they cannot be condemned, (o long as 
chey arc in Chriſt, is nothing , neither was that the quelti- 
on ,the debating whereof the Apoſtle vndertooke : But 
this was th- queſtion,as appearcth by the whole cariage of 
the former chapter; How it could be, that, ſecing Simre le- 
parated betwixt God and the Soulc, Man being ill a (in- 
ncr can be ſaved ? This doubt the Apolltle thus reſolucth; 
That being once freed from the Law of Sinne and Death (') tic 
can neuer be againc enthralled: is he once in Chri#F? he can 
ener be condemned. And know this for a conclufion of the 
proofe of this point : If it be poſſible for one of the adopred 


God?) Iwilbe his Father,and he ſhall be my ſornne; If he finne, | 
| [ will chaſten him with the rod, cc. but my wercie ſball not de- 


they be earneſt with him to be freed from it. / beſought the | 


| Iude 14. 14- 
m 2.Cor.4q.6. 


n 2.Cor.12.g. 
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yes doubrlcfle: yet it isnot his pleaſure totake away Swe: | 


, [ Rom. 8. I, 
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 woapilar ; the Diuelland his Heil-hounds ſhall fight againſt 


x ler. 1.18.19. 
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\ hati1 no more priviledge then an other : Now if ail nught, 
; be difpotlctled, it were politble for Chriſt ro haue dicd in 
vaine,whichinconmon WRderſtnidingwerea molt grotle 
abſgrauite. Tiliue vp his potne therctt. re with the (aving 
; of the Plaime , They nhich truſt ia the [ord thatis wich 
belecue mn the name of the Son of God, aidarethe Sommer 
and d.inghtersof Godby Faith) are as the m nm Si:u, which 
' foall neuer. be remourd . but ſtanderh fait for cner (*\; and 
thankes be to Goa for this vaſpeakable gilt (© ). 
| JIamncrignorant that this Dotrii:o is much excepted 
' avain(t : Iris the anchor of a Chr1itan , and ir 1s Sathans 
| ctucte defirete pullit vp: Buras Gd tit to /eremreyto lay 
' 1 of ehis pointe, The Lord huh maae it adefences onieand an 


The Spirit Sonnc-ſhip. 


Om I— c—_ I wwe ren ns neces a ene 


1,byt they ſpall not prewaile (*) . To ciortcr the lifts fgamtt all 
opponents, werealabournot raworthie , bur more tit for ' 
2 Uiiputation then a Sermon, Ivilin+me vou, and c.earc | 
' © volithe moit cummon and foul--mourhed obiechon, 
and {ocometo the vicsof this doctrine : Here 15 a window 
(try (ome) ſer open toallmaner of licentrouſnefſe,a verie ſchool: 
of fl:ſhly libertie : Cannot {coſe my Faith? can no frme cut we 
| off from Ch iff : why then , what fnould | (et ſuchpreciſe mts 
to my ſeife tnhy ſhonid | feare to ſatisf;e my owne luſts, mſuch 
ard ſuch lelghtfull irnes f My tenwe of heane 1 [ cannn jor- | 
fert the ejtare of my Soute 1s firme hon ſoemer t be , lanſwoac, 
' Firit, Wicked conſequences wrung out of holy principles, 
; JO 11Cither weaken their truth, no1 ictjen the conucnichiCic 
' of reucaling them, As Sm hath abrnnded, ſo hat! grace ourr. 
abounaea, laith Pam (7); Why then, et vs finne that grace 
| may 4bownd,lay lome(*). Is thetruthof this doctiine guer- 
' ehrowne by this hellith wference ? Gold forbid , Hony 1s 
| hony chouglya Spider tarne it 1nto poiſon. Or did Par 
| vpon this recall himſclfe, as 1f it had been better ro hauc 
' keprinthis point, then to putluch a [lone of offence be- 
; fore the vngodiie ? No. It is better that a thouſand repro- 
; bates, 0rdewned of oldwnto condenmation, ſhould turne the grace 
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of God 110 Wartonne; le(* ),and itreogtl.cn their lands to 


0:;quitic, by peryerting tie octrime of Suluntio!: then | 


that Q.;c [4 hAI;CGH UL g {Or WW LL) Cinz;:} [Ku THELTILES dls 
(cut away with a j;caulc heart vor WA4t3e 0! Icirelintg , Sc- 
COU, THY futon that hich hat Fanhingced will 
not, Nay he canotio ui; i.e. The belecucr knoweth 
bimlcite bound eo ific oboe of the Law, tiuuzh hc 
92 trced from the ganiututio! of if ne Law; and ccrtaliic i 


qiS the more atlh, ance oi Saluation 11 A 1nans (oulc, the ' 


ore frarc aid ti cinbliyhy: tn amanscouurice He which is 
Dell aired fat molt PIucii OL GOLSEPITLE, AM ue rome 
act thy ſpirit ot GoOu Is witiin, the more houlicciie and 


' ?rt4e to of grace without, Itisa comturtalicliytng , thatiic 
Wiki) ocleeuct;) fruciy caniot be datnned, ail iCls a NC 
| ſaying ,thathe which lives and dUlights, and taketi plea: 

| Lars 47 hs apr ſomes ( *),UOth Nut belceue truciic. 


Chirdiv, cisis further to [30 a ded , That Put Cale ion | 
beiccucr ihuuld {which is politic ) thivugh the ueluyu pn 
of Satizan , lo far abulc tilts hole dc Arin yas to fake ji- 
bertie thereby tocomimur foie great tinne, letiuch a vune 
xnow , that albeit lie may recoucr, and be laucd; yet it 
half colt him deare, he (hall haue ſomewhat to doe, betore 


be thajl reccuece the feeling of Gods tauour, which mult | 
1ceus be ouerclouded by histrelpalle,” It colt Danid after 


I1Sauulteric manyaligh, and many a groanc , many a fad, 
petpicxcd , and wofuli paſſion was he calt into, befurc e 
could heare of 10y and pladneſſe(*). That tpcech of his,Caſt 
me not away frem. hy «> Wintel take not thyh:lie ſpun from 
me(*), argucth that lic was cucn robbed (in tus owne | 


appre henfic n ) of all fauour of Go Ad of atl WOrKing | 


of his [pirit. This is cuen a veric Hell into which wholo 


iS failen,, would give a world to be relcaſed. Leeno man 


tiicreforc giuc this adueciture he ſhall (urely cate the tint 


of Is owue preſun ing , And this may (cruc asa ſtrong. 


Notthwind to dilpel] this light Oct: on 
This doQtine 15,45 Cid w.ters to a Ciuiltian Sole { ©), 
E-43 ti'is 
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| a ludeverſeg 
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fPſ.63.5, | this well ſatisfic as with marrow and fatnefſe ('). Perceiucht | 
thou thy (clfe vypon a true and dlligent inquiric made into 
thine owne hcart,to haucſome beginnings of Farr ſome 
g Rom8.13. | fir fi frurnrof Gods ſpirit (©), ſome pledges of eAdoprion? Oh, 
| what cauſe haſt thou to reivice, cucrias a man that findeth 4 
h Pſ.r19. 162, | g7e4t ſpoile (* )? Thele things may grow in thee, nay, they 
| will encreaſe, but they 'can neuer dic : Theſe witnelles of 
Adoption cannot decciue: Gud is not wont by them\,to giuc | 
i Eph.t.1g, | 4" earneſt of inheritance(*), andthen to draw back his word: 
k Gal.s.5. | As he cannot be mocked(*) , fo hc 13not wont to dally. This 
| Pi.z1-5. isa difference betwixt the God of irnrh (' ), and the Father of 
mloh 8.44, | /yer(®); The Diuell is large in his profers, All rb will / 
n Math.4.9. | ginerhce(*), his performance is ſhort when it comes to pay- | 
| ment : Gods promiſes arc certaine, neucr le{ſe bur racher 
' More in accompliſhment then in tender. lt the carnell be 
| © Eph.4.30. | giucn itisneucr recalled,theſeale(*) of the ipirit onee ſet 
| on,isncucrrazed out. How happy art thou,thar art pollcf- 
ſed of ſucha fauour? thou maic{tay to thy ſoule, Rerwrue 
| onto thy reſt 0 my ſoule, for the Lord hathbeene beneficiall ums 
p Pſ116.7. | cthee(?): oras Deborah to hers, 6 my ſonle thou haſt marched 

q Tudg 5.3!. | vahanth,which haſt gotten ſuch a bootic(4). The Lord bleſ- 
ſed Obed edow , andall his bouſnold, becauſe of the Arke (*) ; | 

how ſhall chy ſoule be bletſed which hath receiued ſuch a 

| guc(t? That greatramping Liow(*),the deuourer of ſoules, 
| w hile thou paiſcſt through this carthly wildernes,this vale 
eÞſ.84.6. | of Baca(*), willſceke to tearc it from thee; but be of gaod 
u Luc.11.2z, | comfort, there is «ſtronger then he(u),cucn that Lion of [#. 


raSam.6.1t, 


r.Pcr.,.t, 


x Gen,4919, | 449(*),and he ſhall eſtabliſh thee; and, be ſure of this eucr, 
| that when he thall multiplic reaſons againſtthee, drawne 
| ſome from the juſticeof God, ſome from the many cor- 
| ruptions of thine owne heart, andall,to weakenthis aſſu- 
| rance;be ſure (Ifay) till to hold the conclufion faſt, / krow 

y 2.Tim.'.12. | wbows [ bane beleenced(y) , he hath begun a worke in mc, 

and J am (ure he will not now forlake me; and ſay thou to 

Sathan, as Danid did to Goliah, Thow comeft to me with 

z Eph.6,16. | « (ord and ſpeare,chou haſt ſharpned thy feerie dart: (* 
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Heftes(*) and in the atſurance of his promiſe, againſt which 
all the gates of Hell ſpall nencr be «ble to prenaile{Þ), This 


knoweth how to applic it, 

Ler me begin the ſccond vic of this point with the chal- 
| lenge of the Prophet to the people of old ; Wherfore do you 
| lay ont ſiluer, and not for bread, and your labour wnhout bemg 
 ſatirfed(©)? So,why (eek you for things which cannot con- 
tinue, and letthoſe things go which are cternall? Hath not 


things,that they all vaniſh as a cloud, and palle away foden» 
lie like the wind? Ynderſtand yee unwiſe among the peo. 
ple, and yee fooles ,when nul je be wiſe (5)? Leta man ſtand 
(like Salomon ) in the window of bis bowſe (©), and ablcrue 
mens courſes, here he ſhall ſce one mailing and vexing 
himſclfe like him whom Br/dad [peaketh of, who 1earerh hy 
ſoule in bus anger (*), and all , that be may ſet birneft on he, 
andbe laded with the thick clay(s):another ambirioully Hun- 
ling after ſome honor or othce, abicflic & baſcly fauning 
vpon and flattering cucry one, who may be any little fur. 
therance to his deſires, kiſorg, (like Abſalom) cucry one that 
commeth neere bus(Þ):a third hanging vpon ſome Lawvers 
{leeue, to plot and deuiſe how to perpetuate his eſtate, that 


{ he and his poſteritie may enioy it by an vnchangeable de- 


cree to the end of all, thus thinking that his H«brration fhall 
continue euer,from generation ts generation (i), On thisfaſhi. 
on do men dreame of perpetuinies and cuen of akind of c- 
ecrnitie vpon carth,and cuery mansplotting aimeth at this, 
how to make things ſure. And yct how ſooneis the houſe 
of /eroboam ſweept away,cucn Miaman ſweepetb awayan ”g 11ll 
all be gone( k) ? Howſodenly is Shebnab the treaſurer, uv ho 
thought to dic and be buried in his ownelaiid, drimen fron 


(!')? Row quickly is Nebmchadnezzer driven from men. and 
maic to dwe/{with the beaſts of the jield( ®) ? Jn what ſhort 
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apain(t me, but [ come to thee in the name of the Lord of 


is the gracivuus vic of this doQrine, and well is he which | 


our owne experience yet taughe vs the vanitie of caithly 


his ſtation, and rolled and turned like a ball in 1 large cour ere | 
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b Phil. Jo! vo, 
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d 1.Cor,12,31, 
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tc Hamer, Wine exceliercy mounted vp ts heanen, altid 
wholc Held nahi lecmctsrecchihe clogda cg" |}, thrult ou: 
of j1fe al NoBouUr and al}, tin hanged V PO! that tree which 
bc [7 7 CATE! for another 2) )! How ofto.1 hauc we lcene the 
Ri hard er mertued? v7 fo (lhe 117 xc arena, 

and leamny thr runes for others ( * ), wiruſtrngers eating ot 


 Wp(*) and [uv all rheir b-ant:; 1c CON UmiHg V gen they gofrom 


ther rbouſei {9 the gy- Ane ( "M7 SfT% \' OrUtinait;s, UO We bchoid 


the Sea denourmg the fire waſting the extortiuuner catching (*), 


o 
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contentions lf Law Ftring Ot, whoicdomes caticg vpy 


' offences againlt riic Princetorfutiag,walltul {uMo:s (cats 


On. + re 
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ering altholſclarge ea rlich weathought tobauc en: 
tailedtuthim & theirs fo long 5 the moon enanretnh * )?How 
Hah V a inah 1s lodeniy tak” cg Hl} 4 vt: fv kl 1 Cid tcaitu, | 
ariclt, Oh foole thes nght wilthey feich 4 way thy Soule 6 (*), 
cuch then whcn he doth begin to cue y 11s gentings:? Pe 
Yor mcn cannothe wilc to chuſe the goodp arc!” ), vet,they 
cannot learneto [er therr affections vzon the Ms hovers {7 
ran thy belly ſnalt theu go, anadzuſt ſhalt thouvare alliby a 
(*), you x11Ow itwas the dowme which God gaue vpon the 
Diucll: how tarre are we from this punithineat, who rd 
one but earthlythimgas(")\Othat/as Chrill ſaid rolorulalem) 
we 11:;2i:thnowar the le. Ambit ourday, this things ( _ 
that we coulu learero lee, anitolaiment aiid to rctorme 
our 0wietully. lay with the Apoliic, /wil cw you a ns 
excel/ent way (©). Do youattec perperaitics, do youdelire 
a glorious, a coimtoitableanhouotabe,and Withallan vi- 
clatgeablecilare? Behold heere the cliatc of Adoption: lee 
heecs an inheritance, of which 10 man that harit it once 
Cal Cucr after bedepriucd. Alcaſe of ancitate tor lives is 
much,atearine of a thouſand yearesis more, a hojing for 
me ad minc heires forcucr isa gicat matter, bur winatis al 
eius ro Eternity ?It thiscitate were in reſpect of the yearely 
com noditie of 1t, ao better then one of our earth] y reuc- 
1ucs,yct in eſpe of the enuleſle ſerledneticthorot it were 
better worth : But being (asit1s) ſo far beyond then all in 
worth, 
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worth, and withail, ſo without all expiration of time, be- 
ewixt them andic what compariſon ? le was an honorable 
penſion whuch the King of Babcl gaue to leboarachin the 
King ot [udah(ns captiuc): Hi portion was 4 continnall por. 


t101, encry day 4 cer: aine , allthe dates of bis life untill be died | 


(<3: Yetir is nothing to this + /eboracbins portion was as 
much the firlt day ,as the laſt, itwasncucr improuce: But 
this isa dailie addition to the graces and comforts :f the 
e Adopted, (for , to bim that hath ſhall be ginen, and be ſhall 
haze abundance ( *\: Iehoiachins portion died with him, but 
the portion of the ſornesof God, extends it [clic then into 
the greateſt proportion, when their daics on carth are de- 

eermined,and ſo becoammeth an eternall werg bt of glorie(®) 

How iultly chen may the Adopred child of God take vp the 
ſpeech of che Palme , and lay , The limes are fall:n vnto me 
in 4 pleaſant place, yea | baxe @ faire hertage(*)? how.vile is 


| a kingdome to me inref{pet of this pottetilon 2 What ſhall 


I fay to quicken your atteRtions to thisthing ?I mull cucn 
pray for you,asthe prophet Eſha did for his (cruanty, Lord 
[ beſeech thee open ther cyes that they may (ee (') . Ircmem- 
ber what the Apolllc ſaid of the great men which crucif e ! 
Chrilt; Had they knowne it, they would nener bane crucified the 
Lord of glorie(*) : (o,did we know ( as our Sauiour [pake to 
the woman of Sainaria ) be gift of Ged(! ), were our cycs 
anointed with eye-ſalue (®) , that we might [ce the dignitic 
of this vnalterablecſtate, we could newer tread vnder foore 
(*) fo great a bl<iſing, and patle along by ic with a diſdain- 
full and carclcilc eye, as a thing not worthie the regarding. 
I can ſay no more; If neither the cxcellencic of the cſtate, 
in regard of the preſent fruition of it (ſpoken of in the for- 
mer pat, )nor the perpctuitic of it( diſcouered now ) can 
moue vs, | know not what may pet{wade vs. A main may 
cucn pitie vs, as Chriſt did his perſccutors , and pray that 
God would not lay this finne to our charge (®) , becaule in> 
deed we know not what we doe(? ). Oaly tor a concluſion, 
Ict me commend ouc thing vato you: When old Els had 
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| taine of all thi: excellent eſtate is Gods lone . Behold what lome | 
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{ Bowntre of God , excluding all things wharſocuer cife, that 
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given holic and wholſome aduiceto his diſordered ſonnes, 
the holic Ghoſt thus adderh , Netwithſtanding thry obeied 
not the voice of therr father becauſe the Lord wonld ſley them 
(4): and vpotrthe ſame ground the prophet of Gad fad to 


king Amaziah , I know thet God bath drtermined to defyey 
thee, becauſe thon haſt not obeied my conn/ell(”). Out otwhich | 
places it followeth, that mens diſobedience tothe counlell 
of G2d,when it is'gratioully reucaled to them,is a certaine 
fore-rnnner of de{tructian. A lmne is diſcouecred , a reme- 
die declarcd, hut the cuill 1s notreformed ; where iris fo, it ; 
is , becauſe the Lerd will ſlay. ButT will hope better thin, s 
of you , and ſo come to the fourth poinr. 

The fourth and laſt Doctrine 1s, 7 hat the {pring and four. 


&c. This is fo platne and vbuicus out of the verie current 
of the words,that 68 may ramue that readeth n( ©). Anv man 
may ſe, that the Apolllc a knowledgeth no other begin- 
ning of this Semre-ſoip, but the Loweot God . J will (accor- 
ding eo my courſe held hitherro in the former points ) en- 
deuour tv giue further light vnro this dome ,by refdi- 
monies, authorities, and proofes of holic Scripture. This 
1s that therefore,the proofe and exv{ication whereof I vn- 
d-rtake; That onr berng 1he adopred ſormes and dang bt ers of 
Godin Chr ift, can be aſcribed tone other can'e but only tothe 
freedome of Gods grace : For, ſo,the Loveot God, hath no 
higher cauſe thenitſelfes Not that we loued him, biuc that be 
lowedvs firſt (*), This then by way of a hr(t proote, | may 
athrme, that the word of Gud,ſpeaking of rhe particulars of 
mans Saluation,deriveth all out of the Lowe,Grace, Aﬀercee, 


might ſecme tobe any motives or inducements to him. 
Touching Elef:en which is the ground of all,it is ſaid that 
the whole drift of it,is nothing butthis,7he praiſe of rhe plo- 
716 of Gods grace (*): There is nothing to be beheld in it, | 
but only Grace, Touching the ſending of Chriſt, to work 
the great work of our Redemption ; Ss God lowed ihe world, | 

| that 
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; lule flocke (® ),nor becauſe they were better then others'tor 
they are all by natwre the children of wrath as well others (*) ), 
| but becaule heloued them, or (as our Sauiour ſpeakerh, ) 
| Becauſe his goodpleaſure was ſuch(*), And what might be 
' the reaſon (think we )that in Canun,cuery mans dwelling, 
, eyerv mans [hare was diuided vnto him by Lof (?), but to 


eternall. Touching the former itis (at, Fhe Lord dra nor ſer 
' his loue vpon you, nor chu/e you , becauſe you were more in 


[et h:5 lone vpon you, becanſe be /oned you,thatis, becaulc it was 


'owne chuting, but caſt vypon- v$+by the treedome of divine 


T he Spiritual Sonne-ſhip. 
that he gane bis only begotten Soune Fe.(*), Touching our 
Calling out of the ſtate of condemnation, vnto the hopeof 
2 better life; God bath called ve weth an hotve ealling nor accor- 
ding ts cur works , but according to his parpeſe and grace (”). 
Touching Inſtficarion; We are mſtfied freely by bus grace(*). 
Fouching Sa/narrexn, which is che end and accompliſhment 

of all, hen the bountrfulne(ſe and Lone of God owner Samonr to- 

ward man apprared,not by the works of Righreow/neſſe which we 

had done but accordues to bus mercy 1+ (awed w3(*).lt werenot 


hard co multiplicrefiimonies of this kind, I do bur giue you 


a calte racher then a full draught, to auoid tedioutnele, It 18 
truly (aid,that the people of [iracl were a type of Gods cho- 
ſen; the X2yptian bondage, a (hadow of our natural} chra]- 


4s} 


dome vnder Sathan; the promiſed Canaan,a refemblance | 


of our cternall Reſt in heauen : Nowlooke, how the cafe 
(tood with their tranſportation ourof XAgypt into Cana- 
an,(o isitin the intere{t which God hath giuen vs vnto life 


member then any people ( for yewere the fewest of altpeople ) but 
becauſe the Lord louedyou(Þ), Aſtrangeſpeech ,The Lord 


tis free and gratious pleaſure ſoto do: This isequa!ly true, 
11 the caſe of {deptiow. The Lord hath loucd his cholen, 
not hecaule they were more then others, (for, they arc 4 


eeach them that their portion was Gbds admeaſurement, 
and therefore to berecciucd asfrom him, without gainfay- 
ing, and toteach vsalſt by thar (ſhadow , that our place, 
among thoſe many man/imns im Gods hewſe (*) is not of our 
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x Dan.7,10, 
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| therock,out of which we were hewci),it will appeare that 


| appointmeut. Sccondly, for the further open:ng of this 


| was no necd on Gods part to adopt vs : 2, that there was 


46 The Spirituall Sonne-ſhip. 
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excell-nt pu int, let me declare vato you, 1. thatthere 


no worth invs,for which he ſhould io aduance vs : which 
ewo things beeing clecred, it will be as manife(t as the 
Sunne, that chere was no other beginning of Adopricn 
but only Lowe. Firſt , that there was no necde on Guds 
part » may chus ap-peare : He that adopteth a ſonne doth 
it( ordinarilic) vpon one of thele two occations, cither 


for default of naturall itlue, or for want of ſuch 1Tuc as 
is fit to inherit his eſtate . Neither of theſe could hauc | 
place in God : *Firſt , God needed no fſucceilor , it beings 
trucin him, which is ſaid , that from exerlaſiing ro ener- 
laſting he ir God (nt) ,that heis the ſame, andihat h:; yeares 
de not faile ('). Secondly, ſuppole wee tor the preſent | 
( that which cannot be ) a ſucceliton in God , yer he is | 
not without a Sonxe , who w the brightneſſ: of his gloree , 
and the engrauen forme of hs perſon (*) , 1 nothing oitte- 
ring from him , but that the one 1s the Fatber , the 
other the Somne , neither is it poſſible that greater fic- 
nelle ſhou!d be cither deſired or 1magined, then us in him, 
who 15 ſo beloued a ſorne , and in whom his Farher sr ſs well 
pleaſed( *): Thus we lee that God was not driven to any 
tuch (trait as to adopt ſonnes vnto himſc]fe. Or yet , put 
calc hee had, had hee not others to adopt | Hath he nor 
thenſand thouſands, and ten thouſand thouſand Angels (*), 
among whom hee might rather make choice then a- 
moizg(t is ? 

But yer ( to come tothe ſecond point), it may be that 
he intending co adopt, there was fome worthinelle 1n 
vsto cncline himto 1t; (rely none ar all. For what ate 
we all by nature ( the belt of vs) bur tlic ſonnes and 
daughters of the Diuell? ye arg of your father the Diuell is 
no letlc true of vs, then of the Jewes (7). If we looke into 
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we areall of one brood . Now, beingthe lonnes of Sathan, 
was 
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was there any worthin vs to become the Sonnes of God? 


Sal in his heate and choler againſt /onarhan vpbrayded 


and God himſclte ro debaſe the lewes, twitteth them with 
their Parentage,Thy Father an Amorite thy mother an Hut - 
tite(*). Who viler,who more ignoble then the Diuell? 
what baſenelJe then comparable with ours, who by nature 
are his of-ſpriag? or what worthincfle invs to become 


| him with his mother, Thow Sonof the rebell:ous woman ( * ): | 


— — 


the Sonnesof God? Yea, butit may be, wee hauec helped | 
and bettercd our naturall vilenctle by ſome better deſert? 


No, entill the Lord beginne to praQtiſe his louevpon vs, 
we arc (lil enemies (*)rohim, altogether unprofitable (*), 
we drinke iniquity like water (*) wee bereprobate to encry good 


| worke (© ),and eucn without Godin the world (f) : Are we now 


mecte perlons to become the ſonnes of God? All theſe 
thinges well con{idered, well may wee wonder atthis my- 
ſtery, and cry out with our Apoltle, Bebs/d what lone the 
Father hath ſhewedvs, that we ſhow!d be called the Sons of God)! 
When we reade all torics,and examine and view all exam- 
pics of men which hauc ſhewed fauour to baſe and wretched 
and vnworthy perſons; wemay intheend conclude after 
ſome ſuch manner as Sa/omon doth touching the vertuous 
woman, any Daughters bane done faithfully, but thou 
[urmounteſt them all(*): ſo, many men haue acalt compaſſie- 
nately with perſons of luttle deſert but thow (O God) haſt ſur- 
mountedihem all, I am not worthy to bee called thy Sonne, 
(fayde the Prodigall,) make mee as one of thy hired ſer- 


nants (*), To becomme Sonnes then, was more then 


weecould haue hoped for, more then wee might have 
darcd or picſumcd todelire. Well might it have beene 
tor vs to hauc had the baſc{ſt ofhce in Gods houſe: 


but this Louc, to bee Sonnes, who cai fadoime 1t? | 
well may wee ad nire it, but ſure wee canvot cx- | 


preiſe it. 0 remember the ſpeech of Atephibeſperh 
to King D:#1d, « {1 my Fathers houſe were but deal 
men befors my Lord the King, yet atdgeſt then ſer thy 
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| waS loucrndecd yet was nut Mephibotherth made a ſane, 
God lth done thriaſes vs,which he did :or Mephibotheth, 
We were all dead(& ) before him, yet he hath aduanced vs 
| CUCO FO/tat tablem bu King dome (1), but now not as guelts, 
| bat as ſounes, cucn as Oliue plancs ,not to be remoucd, 

' When Dawd (cn melicngers ro Abigail [| Nahals widow,to 
| ercat abut a Mmariagec berwixt himand her » (he aroſe ( (laith 
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{ the Text) and bamed her ſeife on ber face to the carth and (aid; 
| Behold, let thine handmazd be a (ernant towaſh the feers of tbe 
ſornants of my Lord( *):as,if thee had {aid : what 1, his wefe, 
| make me ratherhs drudge. Thus lpake thee 1n h: amilitie, | 
| comparing her eltate with Dauids. Waei the muniltrie of | 
' theword reportsto vs, in thenaine of Grice purple of | 
' Godto adoptvs, and to make vs his /o-mes, weil , may we | 
| caſt Jowne our ſclues, and lay , Nay. ler vs be honoured 0 | 
; 994Ch as ta be atcendants VP038 Gods ehildren, unworthy we to be | 
| Sawnee, and Daughters owr (clues. Inus hauel labourcd to | 
' cleerc this point allo, chat in our adopred eſtate , there 18 
| nothing to be ſeen but Lowe, yeag{uch Lowe as Chrilt [pea- 
keth of, greater thenwhich, no man hath{ * ). 
We do hence firft garher a mation of the three 
' polats which haue hithertobecen [poken of : tor, frit, Is 
| Adoptrena truitot Gods Lere,how then can it chulſe bur be 
excellent? how canany bale thing deriue tt [cite froinſo 
worthy abeginaing 2 Secondly, is it louc in God that hath 
' culled me out to be his ſorxe ?furcly then I mull needes 
| Pcrceiue it ; how :s ir politble that] ſhould be beloued of * 
; \God,and yct notxnow it? Thirdly; 1sGods Lowe the foun- 
| dation of this c{tate? then 1t mult needes be vachangeable: 
' tor with hiin there is nocolour of alteration, So that we | 
; may brictly make this tu lt vic ofthis dorane, eucn to (ta+ 
'bliſh our (clucs by itina'll thoſe doArines which we have | 
; heard out of this Text. Adoprion,itir be( asitis) an etc of 
Gods loaus,then is itadiniraviethen is it perceiueableythen 
is itallo vnchangcablc. Bebold(faith Saint lamves) bow great 
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a matter little fire kendlethy( *):fo lay 1, Behold how flrong a 0 Tame3.5, 
proofe for thrce worthie points, this one luile word (Lone ) afe 
fordeth. | 

Sccondly,ofehis Doctrine, | may ſay as Danrd did of Go- | 3. Vie. 


—— 


G comfiture of two grand encinies of godlinctic: 1. Pope- | 
rice : 2, and the Pride of mans vnrefourmed and ynconucreed 
heart. Touching Poperic,al the Doctrine therein touching 
ce concurrence of manstree-will, with the offers of Gods 
grace, concerning works going beforc to prepate to grace, | 
Concerning merits enſuing to perhtit, and tocncfeale it, 
is by ehis who!lv oucrthrowne, Forina matter ſowholv 
compounded of Gods tice Tour, as is the Aatcof the a.lops | 
ed,itis vnpolliblc there ſhould creep inany thing, ſing 
out of the naturcot Man, ( as his owne ) to »c tempered 
with it. If we ſpeake of menalrcady adopted, tine it is that 
to them Gods touc is cithecr reftrained or improoucyg ac- | 
cording to the mealure of goodnetſe whichisin them) : 
wherein , notwithftanding , God reſpects not aity thing 
which 1s properly mans, but or lv thatwhich18of his own 
beſtowing . But if we ſpeake of perſons to be adopred, 
there is no caule of Grads loue to one, to adopt him rather | 
4 cen at2 other, Hut only ir (elte:inthe party, there was nona- | 
þ tural diſpoſition to Cefire it, nc power or abilitie to deferne | 
it, And inilecy, this one thing, that che kingdome of hea- | 
ucn,i5(asit iscalled by Pam!) a reward of inheritance (4) hrea- | 4 Co). 3.24. 
keth the neck of all merit, of all abieneſſe in man ( as of 
hunſelfc) tor aduance his own happineſſe, becaule in cucry 
mans vacerſtarding , there is nothing more free then a 
matter of inheritance. If heauen were the hire of (eruants, 
or the bootic of purchalers, it were ſomething to the pur- 
, pole, but being the reward of ſonnes, atid that which we 
receiue Only as Herres, thereis No colour of deſert. He that 
| hath it either in poticliion, or in atſur<d and well groun+ 
| ded expe ation, mult ſay, as /aceb did of his wealth,God 
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| | hath had mercie , on me andiberefore it wane (©). r Gen. 33.11. 
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 liatbs (word, There ts norxerort(P), tor thgqueiling and dif- ' p 1. Sam. 21.9 


= 


| | The 


{ Job.qu.6. 


| 


u Mic,7.1» 


y Reu.3.16, 


Pp ENG 


e 2.Sam.6, 22 


x Exod, 1.5. 


| The ſecond aducrſary which is vnable to ſtand before 
| chefacco* this dodrine, isthe Pride of mans heart. I may 
| (ay truely to you, that he knoweth nothing touching him- 
| {elfe as heought, who knowech not this, that the debalc- 


| ment of hunlcltc,is cuen 3s gall a1d wornic-wood to a | 


{ naturall man, Long was 1terc /ob was brought co this de- 
| ictednetle of Spiritc, ro abhorre himelfe (*):A 14 Joubt- 
{ leſſz, Dawid had attayned toa great incalure of grace, when 
| heſayd, [mwillbeyet more wile tn me owne ſight(*). Which 
of vs all is able to ſpcake (oof himlelfe, without ſome lecret 
checke, that he ſpcakes not as he thinkes? To palle 0- 
| ucr the mattcr with a certaine flight and (uperticiall ac- 
' knowledgement, that we are all (inners, and haue defer. 
| ucd the wrath of God, isnothing. Many a churlith Nas. 
| bo, many aproud Pharilec conteſſeth (0 much; bur to 
1 confelile fincerely, and from the heart, that whatſoeuer I 
! amin the world, honourablc, noble, gentle, wealthy , 
| learned, well reported of; yet Tamin mine owne nature, 
| che child of ſathan, the heyre of hell , the ſonne of per- 
| dition, an alicuttrom God, ancnemy to him, a hatcr of 
him, one vnable, ſo much as by a motion of my mind tv 

aduance mine owne tructit goad: this is a hard matter,they 
be but as rhe ſummer gatherings (®)which arc come fo farin 
godlinclle. Now this Dotrine 1s of great vic to the a- 
mating of chis humor, whichis the very hcight of pride, 
and may beas well inthe Maid at the mill, as in him that 
fiteth onthe throne(*), Forſecing(as hath beene proved) 
| the whole Body of ourſaluation, depends vpon the ſo'c 
and onely gracc of God, there being nothing in vs, which 
might incline him towards vs, (vnlctlec it were perpetually 
and finally corcict vs ) what haue we whercin torcioyce? 
whatis there left vnto vs, whercoftto boaſt our (clue 3?Nay, 
what cauſc hauc wenot rather cuen to bluſh, and to bee a+ 
i[hamed of our ſclues, in whome thereis nothing but mat- 
tcr of Gods deepeſt indignation, and cucn to ſpe vs eur of 
p—_ )? Oh, thar out hearts might melc within vs 
at 
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at the conliueratio 1 hercot, an i that we might atlalt ettc- 
Aually percciucand frele that{which tew imagine) euen 
the ;1co npreh [nithle mealurc of our owne vnworthines. 
JThe12z1orance, Or (]-ightconcaulag hercot is the caulc 
of all the he hn <a0269% ve hich 18 at chis day calt vp- 
on good chiigs: andentiil our heartes: bee bruiſed and 
broke: , and cucn plowed vp, and piciced through with 
thetceli:,g , yea, tic more then ordinary feeling of the 
wotull wretchednetſc of our naturall eftatey wee may(per- 
haps)make ſome idle and verball d:{courfesof the myſtery 
of Chrilt, and of the dot ine of Adoprion, but that wee 
ſhould find any true ſwecrenelle therein, 1t 18 veterly im + 
poſſible. No man taxcth that comfort in the beginnin 
of health, as he which hath beene molt (enfible of Come 
walting and rormenting ficknelle, Hee which hath yer 
freely in his memory, and cuen in hisyery fceling,the mi- 
ſcry, the damnable and hieilith miſery of an vnregencrate 
eltare ; oh, at what aratedoth ſuch a: one valuethc loue of 
the father, by which lie 1s called robee the Sonne of God! 
Would wethen truely conceive the largenellc of this louc 
of God, in vouchſating to vs the meanes of grace, and of 
Adoption? Ictvs labour toknow and feele (yet more)what 
wee are inour (clues, cuen of all Gnds Creatures (any 
way capable of his fauour) the moſt vaworthy, the moſt 
vnmeet fo be (0 a juanced. Dcbire wee to bee brought to 
| this acknowledyement? let vs exerciſe thevery (trength of 
our be(t meditations. vpon this which the Scripture ſayth, 
{ that the fountaine of all that erernall good which we hope 
ro cnioy is Gods loue; yea,and ſuch a louc which had its 
beginning onely from it ſclte. And let vs vrge and preſſe 
vpon our ſclucs our of this meditation, that if all bee of 
Louc, ſurely then there is nothing of Deſcrt : and then ler 
vs proccede further, to rippe vppe the vttermoſt of our 
naturall eſtate, that wee way lee plainely, thatin the chil- 
dren of wrath, and limmes of Sathan,there could not be 
_— much asa preparation to adoption. This ducty is 
H ſoonc 
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ſwonenamed, andas quickly hcard; but a taske it is of no 
ſight performance. I may lay of it,'as Ezraſpake of che 
peoples repentance fora great linnr, /r « not the works of 
| one dayortve(*): Itis nota matter which can by and by he 
done, itis worke inough for a Chriſtian while heliues; he 
which once beginnethit,ſhall hnd it a inateer of the grea- 
' relt dithculty that hee cucr yet viidertooxe, to bring his 
| owne proud rebellious heart, to bee nothing, yea worſ 
then norhing init owne opinion. Scethll in common ex- 
perience, how ready cucry manis to make the belt of his 
ſpiritualleſtate: who is ready with the abaled Cananire, | 
to receiuethe impuration of a Dogge(*), with a caline | 
and vnrclifting Spirit? Whois nocratiicr ready to reply | 
with theſtoutIcwes, who, being challenged by the Pro- | 
phet for their apparant finnes; vet were not alhamcd to 
lay, wherem hae we treſpaſed(®)? Nay,thisout-bearing | 
humor, (which is the diſcaſcof all our natures) i{ticketh (o | 
cloſe,and is ſo ſtrong inthe varegencrate, chateucn when | 
theyare condemned, and are going away to hell,they will | 
yetturne againe, and ſay, Fnen did we ſoandſo (F<)? | 
[peake this to ſhew how fall this finne of ſenlclelneſſe bavgs 
on (5), andcleaues as cloſe vnto vs asour ſkinne; that (ov 
we may (ec the neceſlicy of (etting our f(elucs with our belt 
endeauours to ſhake itoff, Hethatrhinks he hath made 
the belt proceedings 11 it, vet let him know that hee is 
bound with Dani, to ſccke to be yet mote viie(®), tobe 
yet more baſc in his owne opinion. 

Thirdly, this doQtine ſeruesto quicken in all our hearts 
the louc of God, Hath Godlo infinitely Joued vs 2 what 
can we then doe letſe thenrequite tim with Joue againe ? 
Love is the ground of all good fromGod tovs, it is the 
ſubſtance of all thadis owing from vs vnto GoJ.Itis an ho- 
nourable thing to bea louer of God; it is one of Abrahams 
titles of honour, 7 be friend of God * ). Iris ableiled thing 
tolouc God : for,they which lowerhs Lordſhalbe artbe Sunn 


— 4 
—— 


bee 


when it riſethn lou flrength (*), It is a miſcrable thing to 
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| bee vovde of this atfection: tor, sf ay man loxe not the Lord 
leſua Chriſt, let him be anathema maran. atha("). But (will | b 1.Cer.16, 


ſome man lay,)whatneedeth any exhortation co theloue | ** 
of God? for, who is there that doth nor loue God? 
[ know indeed thatthere is not the verielt ſcorner of Reli- | 
gion, the vericit Libertine, cherceis no monltrous lwearer, 
no horrible adulterer, . novile oppretlor, but he will ſay, | 
and protel} that he loueth God with ail his hearty cuen as | 
well as the holyclt oftthemall. But by that time I hauc 
briefly ſhewed che nature of the lone of God, and tlic 
markesthereot, it will appeare, that albcirthe profellors 
crolouehim, bee asthe land hy thelca whichcannot bee 
numbred,yetthey be bur as 1he ſhaking of an olixe tree, two 
er three berries in the upmoſt bougber ('); torboth the 11ght | i 117.6, 
knowledge of the louing of God is ſcant, and the markes 
thercof arcnot commonto be found. ' Touching the na- I'm 
cure of the [oving of God, it may be dehnedto began holy 
aff ion, whereby we loue God in Chriſt for himlclfe. An 
affcRion we all conceiuc it to be : for what is Louc butthe 
bent of the affection vptothisor that ? Sccondly ,it is ho- 
ly; for acaraall affection is luſt rather then Joue,and God 
eltecmes it nor. Thirdly,the ground of it, is Chriſt 3 tor | 
if God benot known,as he hatch reucaled himſelfe in Chriſt, | 
| hecann-theloucd : Men ignorant of this myſtery, may | 
[peake of louing God, bur that they ſhould truly louc him, 
risvnpotſivle, Fourth!'y, the inducementto this louc is | 
| lumſclte; for,to loue God for profite, or benefite, is a hired 
loue, and ſuchas reprobates may haue : but the truth of 
loueis, when heis[oued for his owne ſake, ſimply; that is, 
whena man conſiJering the excellency of Gods nature, 
ſookerh no further, and labourcth with himſclte, onely 
for itto delight in him. This is the nature of loue to God . 
Now the marksofthis loue are theſe. The firlt is a delire 
of te]lowſhip with God Love doth alvaics beget a defire of * 
ſociety. He thar loues God muſt needes defire to conuerſe 
with God,anda ioy it will be to his ſoule, when hee may 
H 2 (as 
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| (as 1t were )in-ete with the Lorl, Great was the louebetwixt 
| Danid ad [onathan,cheir ſoules were kurt rogerher (').Y 01 
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| thall ſee inthe fiory what conteurnent they woke in ccl; 


| others Company, what ſhitts they made to meete; when 
| Dawid Cur(t not come to the Count tor feare of Saw/, whar 
| weeping there was when they were ty part. This ſheweth, 
that loue doth brecde a deſire of focicty with the party 1o- 
ucd. So isitin this [Ioue: Now though Go4 bee eucrie 
where, (o that we cinnot(though we would )goc from Jus 
Preſence(k): yet there 1s anclpeciall kind of fell w flip 
had with hunin theexerciles of the word and Sacraments, 
and in prayer. In the Word,Go4 ſpeaketh,and powreth ont 
his mind (')ynto vs. In Praycr we ſpeake to him, and powre 
out our hearts before him (®). In the Sacraments, he giveth 
| vilible pledges of his fauour, in thew we doe ene lothe vpon, 
and handle the word of life (*). And therefore in the louers 
of God, great loue is noted to thelc things, and tothe place. 
where God in thelethings offercth himſclte vnto his ſer- 
uants : / haue loued the habitation of thy houſe, &c.(*): how 
| amiable are thy Tabernacle (7), ſaith Dama; and Ob how | 
loxe thy word{(4)\ It ix the io andthe revoycing of my beart ſaith 
lerernne (+) : Enenmng and morning, and at noone will [ pray, 
Fc. ('): Senen times a day ave [prayſe thee (*),To apply c- 
uery worke by it ſclfe,as we [crit downe; let this bee mar- 
ked by thole that will cake taza greac wrong, it they ſhall 
be (ayde not tolouc God, and yer come tothe excrciles of 
the word,&c.as a beare to a take, and raxe more toy in any 
time cheninthat whichisſolperr,Eucty ſermons tothem 
the very burthen of the Lord - the Lords Supper,as ſore 
courſe, homely, ſluttiſh fareis looked vp on,at-dietuled with: 
ſcorne, Such will ſay they love Gol, but when he ottereth 
himſclfe to them, and commuch forth tom<cre rl;em, they 
curne away from him, and detire to hauc ro [ocictie with: | 
him. Denic thefc things who can, that lowue to Gud mull! 
needs breed deltie to draw neer to God, thatt' © excrciſes of 


the Word and Sacraments, and Prayer, arc the mcai:es by 
| uh 
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which we come to haue a kind of holic fellowſhip with his | 


Majcſt.e; and ler the baſe eſteemers ,and carcletle reſpes- | 
Aers of thel: {cruices, fee how they can iuſtitic them lelues | 
to loue the Lord, The ſecond marke is , love of obedience 
rothe will of God. T hew ſpalt loxe the Lord thy God,and kzepe 
that nhith be commanaeth thee ( ©), If you loue me beepe my | 
ppg ny ). Hethat keepetb bis word on hims « the loue | u Deu.11,r, 
of God per fe} indeed?) Louc begetteth likenes of affection. | x Iob.14.:;, 
He which loueth God , will love that which is plcaling to | y 1.leh.z.5, 
God,wil hatc that which he abhorreth;ye that lone the Lord, | 
haternill (*). Hence is noted in the ſeruants of God, ſuch a | Z Piis7.to. 
delice of obedicnce,and ſuch a detcſtation of Swne:Oh that 
mJ waieswere directed, tokeepe thy Satmtes (*)! [hate all falſe 
waies\(*);& ſucha loriowthatthey cannot do the good which | a Plang.s. 
they would(*). Triewe our ſclues by this marke, we, which | b yerſ.138. 
when we heare of Jouing God aboue all things,he ready to | c Rom.7.15. 
(tand forth and to ſay with himin the Guſpel, A/1hrs [ hane 
done from my yomth (*):\ctvs(ce,wherc is Our chedience;nay, 
where tis our care , toprozue what 11the g:od mill of God (*). | d Lucys.u1, 
Surely he which hath no care of knowledge, hath no great | « Rom.13.2. 
Jdefire of obedience. M: ns preatcit delight, 13 inthe things 
vw hich God moſt hates, ſwearing, whoredome, oppreſlion, * 
falſchooJ, contempt of Cods word, &c;cither the Scrip- | 
cure isafable,vrcl{c the (oule of the Lori abhorreth thele: | 
yetthe piaQtize of theſe 1s the verv ioy ard bulinelle of 
thetimes, and nothing 18Jcile reſpected, then that which 
God molt requires. Ic 15 11 vaii c tolay weloue God, when 
wew1ll do nc thing tur his lake: wholettcth hiinleltetore | 
reformeany thirgathisbidding? This is poorelJoue: Cana | 
| woman proltitute her bodic toa varier,and yet truly ſay,ſhe | 
| loneth her hushand? It 1s not petſible : No more can any | 
' mancallhimfelfa friend uf God,it he de and performe the ' 
' works of the Diucll. The third marke1s, a gricfc of heart, | 
to lee, and heare the name of God to be diſhonoured, the | 
truth , the Religion and the profeſſion of th- truth ecuill 
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ſpoken of , Afaithfull friend cannut endure the reproach 
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of h1s triend, ne cannot patientlic fitby,& heare him whom 
neloucth robe reutled., The very bloud of him that loucs 
God, will riſe to behoid that which may be a diſhonour to 
God. Eltukim and Shebath rent their clothes, when they heard 
the blaiphemie of R:ibÞ4beh (*'), How did A1fofes, who was 0- 
cherwite in his owne matters the mecks/t man (8), vexe him- 
ſclfe when he beheld che idolatric uf the people (*)! Dazid: 
| eyes guſhed out rivers of waters , becau,e men kept not the Law 
('): They which arc (ealed vp vato [aluation, do monurne 
| and crie for al the abominations that be done in the midſt of tlic 


| places wheretheyltuett). What will becomne of vs, if we | 


| bee tricd by chis Rule ? whoſe hearts haue ſuch a crult 
' drawne oucethem , tl;at neither our owne linnes, nor the 
| monſtrous finnesof che times can make vsto lainent, It 


[] 


' ring of (w<arings, filthinelſe, crucltie, curling, contemprof 
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m1.loh.5 1, 


n 1.loh,z, 14. 


| goO.inciſe : whole bowels do yerncin him to conlider it ? 


| That which would vexe the riahteons ſoule of Lot ('),if he 
| were alive to behold it, that we candigett and patle ouer | 


| without any trouble. There is little /owe to God, whereth - 


fourth marke, is louc to Gods children * Exery one which 1». 
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| tion, cucnthere wherethere 1s no knowledge oracquain- 
tance otherwiſe :the very name of a Dyſeple, 184 luthcient 


—_ 


| extreame impiety of the times is not taken to heart. The | 


weth him which begate, lonerh hins alſo which 15 begotten of bis 
(*). He which loueth God, mult needs loue the graces of | 
| God vw hich do appeare in others:this breedeth truth of atfe- ; 


rye amon, {t Chriſtians indeed. There Is no (urcr note | 
| of faluation. We know that we are trayſlatedfrom death to life, ' 
| becauſe we loxe thebrethren (1), This may be turned againilt | 
them, whole loue to uthers, 13 rather IeNſened then encrea- + 
| ſed by Religion in whoſe cies ſome are reſpeRted lo much | 
the «le becauſe of the profellion which they make . Sure- , 


beginnings of godlinctle in an other, The laſt marke is, 


lie, there is no godlinetle in him, which doth not loue the | 


a ſpe- 


| neucr croubleth vs, ro ſceto what a hight and perfection 
\ t1neis come in euery place; to heare eucry corner cucn | 
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a ſpeciall rcſpeRto the thriving and profperitic of Gods 
Church . Note we this: The hazard of the Church hath 
gricucd the hearts of Gods ſcruants, when for outward 
things they hate had no cauſe of jorrovwing . Nehemiab 
WS 11) 200d cſtate, being the Kmgs butler (*), yethe wepr 
and mourned,when he heard of the diſtretie of /eraſalem(?). 
The people of God vid preferre leruſaiem to their chiefe joy 
(3). Iryab would not go dewne to h:5 houſe, anc take his calc 
when the Arke of the Lord was in hazard(') : It was no cone 
rentmentto thewife of Phinehas,ro le told rhar ſhe hadborne 
4 ſonne,wi;en tbe glory was deparied from Iſrael the Ark of God 


, bemg taken (*). Againe,the proceeding of the Goſpel! hath 


— 


Re OE IE 


refrethed them in their att; ions, and made them cucn to 
forget the forrowes thereof. Paul vas in baras, yet, that 
Chrift ts preached, I therein toy and will roy (Laith he) (*), This 


' :$ worthy the thinking on by thoſe, who are of that carnal! 


| 
| 


$05 oo oe oo no IO ee + at ot. 


JOL———— —-——  —-———— 


| diſpulition, and lo (et vpen carthly things, that fo they 


may haue four the backe and the belly , and cnioy health, 
peace and plenty, carc not which way Religion goeth, and 
heark+n as littlc how it farcth with the Church , and what 
;$likc to become of theſtare and buſinetle therenfgas they 
do what is done in America ; they prouide themlſcluest. 
UCi1N anvayre,anito furnc touny Religion : There 15 no | 


{oucof God where the [tate of hisChurch 1s n .cchought | 
, VPON. | 
Now, Jhopeyouſcethatit was no necd-[etſcexhorta- 


tion which | vndertooke, to peilwade tothe loue of God 
[| belceue that if we which ſtand moſl vponit were as well 
vrged , as Chriſt vrged the Phariſces, rn the calc of adul- 
terie, ve would cuen flinke away one by one, beeing ac- 
eued by our cwne conſerences ({®). Let vs all then make 
this vie of this Doctrine of Gods free grace and loue 1n 
adopting vs, cuen to (tirre vp our ſelyrs ro the Lowe of his 
Maicſty : There is no motive to the Loning of God, com- 
parable vnto this. And if we would be ti;ought to loue 
God indeed, [ct our fruits declareit : ourlouve to his word, 


our 
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our loue of obedience, ourloye of his (ſeruanr>, our louc 
of his gloric, our louc of his Church. How can# chow 
ſay, | lone thee, ((a'Jd Del lah to Samſon ) when 
thy heart us not with me (*)? and, how 
; can wee (ay , w.e love God, 
when theſe fruits (hall 
be wanting? 
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4 a3. <Lr ero CL 


] 


J9 


CL E613 


} bo - Re 
oO IT I F 
WILD IPN: 


CY 


j 

F } © P: 
SS. 357-55 ; end: ” QC $£79 
TELE ICICI IG 12 Geer 
CATIONS NG Ne $ : 
*7"P KI FDI 


! 


7 \ 
4 


THE MARIAGE. 


Bleſsing:preached at a 


WEDDING. 


G— _— 
— 


RVTH TIL. 

Verſe 11. The Lord make the wife that commeth its thine 
houſe, like Rabel, and like Leab, which twaine did buildthe 
houſe of Iſrael, and that thou mayeſt doewortbily im Epbre- 
thah, and be famous in Bethlehem, 

12 Andibat thine howſebe like,&c. 


j} Heſe words, arethe Prayer of the Elders, 
| and Inhabitants of Bethlchem Iudah , at 
thecſpoulals of Booz and Ruth. They were 
requeſted to be witneſſes to the betroa- 
YA thing , and to ſome other dependances 
==) thereupon, of ſomelands and inheritance 
Now, as they were forward to giue teſtimony too honeſt 
a courſe, ſothey added cheſe words of my text, as ancui- 
dence of their well-wiſhing to this holy couple, who were 


| now of two to be made one Fleſh (*), by a god!ly mariage, 
' This is the ſtate of the place. 


To lay ſome ground for the profitable handling of this 


Scripture, I will firſt ſpeak of the generall ſubſtance of it: 


then I will enter into the examination of particulars. The 
Cumme of the whole, is, a Praier for the ble(ſing of God 
vpon two, who were now readic to be toyned together by 


the knot of Mariage. From whence, it being the Apo- 
I {Hles 


The eſtate of 
the place, 


a Gen. 2424, 


The order of 
handling it, 


— 


— ————_——— —_———_.._. .. —_ 


q 


| 


| b Rom,15.4. 
The 1, Do- 
Grine, 


Tk Gen 28.20, 


'n 1.Per.5.10 


c Gen,s4.12, 


a et. 


d verſe 60, 


ce Gen.a8.2.3 
f Gen.1,28, 


g'Math, 19.8, 
h Deu.2o,s. 
i 1.Tim.4.5- 


I 2.Chro.zo0,x 
m Col:3z.1 7. 


o Iam .17. 


p Pro.2.17, 


qPCſ 125:1, 
The Vle. 
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ftlesrule, that wharſorner 5s written afore, is written for our 
{rarning(*), this iscommendedto vs, namely, The neceſſ«- 
rie uſe of ſeaſoning and ſantlifying the firſt entrance, intothe 
marideflate, r4 prayer unto God . eAbrabams (cruant being 
entruſted with a bufines of thar nature, to ſceke awife for 
his malters hceire , commended the whole ({uccetle ynto 
God by prayer (©); andthe woman being lent away by her 
friends (after her conſent giuen) was dilmitſed with a blel- | 
fing,They bleſſed Rebchab,and ſaid vnts ber,thow art our ſiſter, 
grow mto thouſand tbouſands, and thy ſeede pſſeſſe the gate. of 
his enemies (*). When Jacob was ſent by his parents , to 
ſecke a wife in Padan Aram, his aged father parted not a- 
way from him without praycr ; God «4 /ufjicient b/:ſſe rbee 
&e.(*).Look to the kirlt mariage that cucr was (*),the Lord | 
himſclfc knicehe knot,and conficmed it with a ble(iing, that | 
his courſe might be apatecrac to the fullowing times, and | 
to allure vs withalgthat when chis1s [cit out, we may wel lay | 
as Chriſt did in another particular belonging vato mat1age, | 
from the beginning it was not ſo(5).The ſcripture which (pea- 
keth of Dedicating houſes when they are firit dweltin (® ), 
of ſanlifymg wedte by prayer (*); which reports examples | 
of beginning iourneies with prayer (© ),of cntring battaile | 
with prayer ('), which chargeth to do all in the name of God | 
( * ) , cannot but enioyne the practiſe of this dutic in 
this particularalſo. Reaſon for it is very apreet . Firſt, 
gcnerally,no good furcefſe can be hoped for,but from the 
Lord, heis the Godof ab grace(n ),heis the Farber of lights, 
from whom i eery good and perfe(t gift (*). Secondly, more | 
c[pecially, the mariage coucnant 1s callcy the comenart of 
God{(? ), becauſe if he be not called to confirme it,it cannor 
proſper. Thirdly,the dome (ticall c{tatc, of which wedlock 
is the foundation,is without all poltibility of thriuing with- 
out the Lord: Except theLord build the how/e , they lavour m 
vaine that buuld it (4). Theſe things may (cruc to make good 
this Doctrine. | 
Ja the applying of this point, ic will not be hard to p_ 
ene; 


Dn 


| 


ew 


——_ 
, 


.{ riagesatthis day: As, firſt, The buying and lclling of chil- 
-j dren among parents, they ſinging nothing butto the tune 
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Ln tm——_ 


the oegleR of it amongſt men. It 1s ſaid that the conſcience 
is athouſand witnelſes;which if it betrue, I amalmolt ofo- 
pinion, that ſo many conlciences as be here,ſo many thou- 
ſand witneiles'I ſhall hauc to confirme it. Itis not the care 
of parents, firlt co ſeck the Lurd, before they lecke matches 
for their children ;Itisnot the vic of perlons intending ma» 
riage, tomake prayer vnto God, tobe the Pretace to their 
attempts ; Itis not the faſhion, eo account the prayers of 
Chriſtian friends (whole ferent ſutes,they being the friends 
of God(T), arclikely to aua:/e mucb (*) )anccellarie comple- 
ment toa wedding: It is not the practize of mariage guelts, 
conſcionably, and intentiucly, to apply themſelues to this 
easke of deuotion. Sure J belecue that a challenge made to 
vs about this, would receiue (uchan anſwer as Labaz made 
to [acob, when he had (contrary to promiſe) giuen him Le- 
4h for Rabel,1t 6 not the maner of tbzs place (*).ltwill be little 
for ur credit ſo to anſ[were,becaule though we may ſpeake 
of cultome herein, yet we cannot lay as Paw/ did, we hewe no 
Juch cuſtome neuher the Churches of God (®): for ithath been 
made plaincyntovs,thatit was wont to be the vic of Gods 
people. And indeed from the defeRot this dutic, az. trom 
a poiſoned fountain, baue flown all theſe great cuils in ma- 


of Indas What willye gre me (*)2 Secondlygthe forced mari- 


ages, which moſtly have the ſameitſue of cxtreamelothing, 
which eAzwons defiling of his iſter, had. (”) : Thirdly the 
vnequall yoakings, as bad as thoſe inhibited in the Law, of 


——_ 


an Oxe ang an Aſe together ( *): Fourthly, the yntimclic | 
couplings, betore the parties have palled the time uf ea- 
ting Butter and Home,that is,hauc knonleag torefuſe the emil, 
and to chuſe the good (*): Fifcly, the hunting after portions, 
and proportions,faces,and faſhions, without any reſpea,to | 
the hid man of th: heart (>), wherein men ſhew themſelves to | 
haue as little witas Eſops dog, which ſnapt at the ſhadow, 


and loſt the ſubſtance; and as little grace as Eſun, who pre- 
- 


ferred | 


r [oh.15.14- 
{ IJam.y.16. 


et Gen,29.26. 


u t.Cor,11.16 


x Mat,26.1F. 


Y 2,9am.13.15 


Z Deu.32-10- 


a 12.7.15. 


b 1.Pet.3.4» 
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| | 
e Gen.2y.g3 | 


j 
' 


' reucls and diforders that arc kept at weddings,no whit in- 
 fentorto thole in Amos his daycs; nothing but mulicke 
| anddrinking,withourany forr.w for the affliction of /s/eph 


dAmos 6,6, | 


on the contrary,wherethe tilt beginnings are prophanc, 


eRom.11,16. | 


= —_— 


W_— — — -—— 


— 
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' age, a headlcile wedding, where this wanterh: it is om1- 


' are now here to be beholders of the vniting of cheſe two, 
' let vs not thinke wee hauc diſcharged the ducty of friends 
; by our viſual and foi mal acclamations,of God gine you roy, & C. 


we I a oo 


| ers be the mellengers of our delires, to the throne of grace; | 


; Repenrance ; the not ſorrowing for a treſpalle, when 
' 1t is diſcouered, doubleth the faule. You that are yet in 


| hauereccyueda doublelight, one of nature, the other of 
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ferred the pottage beiore his Birth-right (© ). Sixtly, the 


(4). All thcl(c,and divers others like theſe proceede from 
the neglet of this one duety. It 1s the rule of the Scrip- 
cure, It the firlt frat? bee boly, ſo 15 the whole lumpe (©) :So 


it is very vnlikely the procecdings thould be better, You 
chat hauc faylcd herein, heere you may (ce 1ult marter of 


che harbour, and hauc not yet launched out into theſc 
butine(ſes, hecre you may learne where to beginne, if 
youdclirero make a proſperous voyage. The very hea- 
then held it right to beginne with God ( *) : Ir 1s expe- 
Qed of Chriſtians by a double bond, according as they 


grace. Remember hereafter that itisa monſtrous mari- 


1ousto the whole bulineile ifitbe forgotten. And we that 


but let vs ſerioutly thinke(as theſe here did, ) what is meet, | 
in particular to be defiredfor them : & let our hearty pray- 


| that when we ſhal after theſe ſolemivities depart from them, | 


' requelted of God inthis prayer, on the behalt of that wor- 
; thy praierhere ftor:ed. The requdits are 3:frit,on theyehalf 
of the wife. Secondly,on the benaite of the husband. Third- 


i 


' 
: 


{ 


| we may truely (ay to thein in the witneſle of our foules :; we 


hane bleſſed you out of the houſe of the Lord( *), 
Now,the better to directvsinthis duty,let vs hearken vn- 
to that which followeth,namelv,the particular good things 


ly,on the behalfe of the poſterity itluing from them both, 
| The | 


—_— 


Wy 
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The requelt which is forthe wife, will ſpeake of thus: firlt, | 
of the Phraſe, The wife that commeth imo thine houſe : Sc- 
condly, of the matter wiſhed :O her, The Phraſe, the wif- 
tbat commeth into thy houſe, that is, ſhee which now becom.| T1, q,. 
ming thy wiſe by v9 ge Ah 25 to begreceyued mro thy houſe | &rine, . 
to dwell rogether with thee, Whence wee are taught, That | 
mariage bruugethwuh it a _neceſſuy of cobabutation. Thole | 
whome VWedlocke hath made one, one houſe and one 
dwelling Mult recciue. This may bee proucd by the | 
firlt In{ticution of Wedlocke.In it for proote of this point, 
twothings are very obſcrucable, Firlt, that the witc 
was made to bee a remedy againſt the lonenctile and lo- 
litarinetle of the man. For that was the Lordes induce- ; 
ment to the creating of the woman: 7t z5 nor good that man . | 
ſhauiabe him{e!fe alone(®):thereture doubtlellc, God orday- 1 Gen,2,18, | 
acd ker to be a perpetuall Companion . Secondly, that | | 1 
the Law was then made, that man ſpeuld leaue Father and 
mot her & cleaueto bi nife('\:which doth neceſiaril y imply 
| cheſame-nes of dwelling,Ic is [awfull for a ſonne to goe to 
} dwell from his Father, as /acob went from his Father to 
he Labans [eruant: but aſeparationfrom the wite (till cy- 
ther whoredome(*®),or death (1)haue made herno wite)is |, aq Sh 24. 
h volawfull. Very diretro this purpoſcis that of Se/omon, to. xe 
EE. | Rerarce with the wife of thy youth, ler her breaſts ſartsfic thee m Vro.5.18, 
| at all trmes and delight im her loue continually (), Many 19: 
| reiovce fora fitte,whiles the loue is freſh 5 therefore the 
| \Wiſeman addes, Lerherbreaſts,+c. and delight inher loue 
| ee. Where is there a delight inloue, iftherc bee nota de- 
iphtin prefence? [ remcmHyHer how for this very end, a. 
Harlotis called a ſ{tranger(®), and the wite is enrituled tha. £6 
the woman that/yerb 44 ebe beſome(®); which very manner » Dewa3. 6, 
of [peaking 184 ſutncient proofe, that the wiucs proper 
olaceis to beneere : [te 1s for (Iruinpets, not for wiucs to be 
 (trangers. Tee hasbands dwell with them (?) Cohabitation is 
i ; tc ground of all other offices of loue which are required in | 
the husband tothe wite-ward, which hisablence and dil: 
| I ; CON - | 
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{ owne houſhold ſociety, Many tuch there are, who are ne- 
{ uct ſo mery and pleaſant, as when they are abroad, neuer 


' ence. Nearec of kind vnto which grofle cuill, is the practiſe 
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continuance from her, doth altogether diſable him to 
perform, as inſtruction, aduice, comfort, cherithing , 
&c., Thelc and the like mult needes ceaſe, where there is a 
needelcile ſeparation. Belides,it is a great encreaſer of 


loue, accordingas ordinary .cſtranging in body, breedeth | 
ſtrangenefe in affe&tion: There cannot bee much lou, 


wherethereisno delightin the ſweernetle of mutuall con+ 
uerſation. And againe, wherethis wants,itisa voluntary 
expoling each ot other vnto Sathans temptations, and a 
meanes by which cyther one or both are drawne into vn- 
cleannes. In thele necetlaric ſeparations and intermifii- 
ons of matrimoniall duties hetwixt manand wifc,which are 
for holy purpoſes, yet the Apoſtlewas full of caution, 
leaſt the Diuell ſhould take toomuch aduantage(?). 

This reproueth their vngodly courſe, who wilfully, 
I know notynder «hat pretence,rentthemſelues from their 
wives by almoſt a perpetuall ſeparation. The husband hath 
his re{1dence in one towne, nay ſometimein one ſhire, or 
partof the land, the wife 1n| the other. What inconueni- 
ences of whoredome and beggery, and ſometimes of wic- 
ked mariages vpon (uppolition of the death of cyther par- 
tie, doctollow hence, 1s well knowne by wofull expert- 


of thoſe, who, though they may be laid to dwell with their | 
wiues-vnder the ſame roofe, yet eyther ypon eucry pal- 
fion ſeparate themſelues from bed and board, or ellc take | 
morcdelightin any fooliſh, riotous, or vnthrifty com- 
pany, and haue more pleaſure inany Iewde or vaine ex- 
crciſes, then in the fellowſhippe of their wives and their 


ſo dumpith and churliſh, and melancholicxe as at home: 
{uch forget the reaſon, why the wife by Gods ordinance 
is come into the honſe; namely, that in her, and in her ſo- | 
ciety a man ſhoul rake his chiete contentment. It hath 
beene obſerucd inſome, thatthey will allow their wiucs 


__ yu 


tor 


— — 


— 
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for diet, attendance, and apparrcll with the largeſt, but co 
be tycd toliuc ſerledly at home, is almoſt a hell in cheir 
ſceming. Such a woman having a husband fo humored, 
may ſay to him as Delilah to Samſon, How canſt thow [ay 
T lone thee when thy beart xs not with me(")? What be all pre- 
ren(cs of [loue and profeſtations of reſpeAt when mutual] 
locicty is not delighted in? To.reforme this inthoſe which 
arc guilty, and to preuent itin them which are free, re- 
member the wiucs place is tobcin thine houſe, one dwel- 
ling muſt (ordinarily) containe both. 

Thc Phraſe of comming intothe houſe,and the neceſſity of 
being conioyncd in dwelling with the husband collected 
thence, may put all wiues in mind of this duery, For 
wherctore comes the woman into the houſe ? what? to 
bearcrule? No, to beſubic-: ſhee is in b:5 hew/e, and 
within his gates; which very forme of ſpeaking (as ap- 
pcarcth by the words of the fourth Commaundement) 
b-tokeneth, the being withinthe 1uriſdition, the liberties, 
and gouernement of an other, A verinons woman 1 the 
crowne of hey busband)*). God hath placed her neere, and 
ſo indeed the isnext tothe husband 3 but yer (ifl heis the 
head, and her obcdience mult be his Crowne, the grace, 
the credite, the ornament of his goucrnement : As indeed 
the well ordering and managing of the wifczis the glory of 
the husband. Againe,whercfore is ſhe come into the houſe? 
what?to deitroy it, to be the bane and conſumption of 
't by her improuidence, by her walt, by her prodigality, 
by her wiſtull and violent kumours, in excceding therate 
and ability of her hushand? No, ſhe is come toba:ldr, ſaith 
Selomon ( *), to order matters with that wifedome, that 
the heart of her huſband may truft m her (* ), that ſhec 
may bee vnto him as the Afarch inrs ſhippe( *), [triving 
tor his profite,and ſecking to doe him good, and not enill all 
her dajes (7), Thirdly, wherefore 1s ſhe come into the 
houſe? what? to make his houſe a hell vnto him by her 
trowardneſſe? for indeed a corner of a houſe toppe, way « 
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 /oluarie life in the wlderneſſe, ts better then to dwell wth a 
contentious woman in awide houſe (*,):No, ſhee is come 
that hee inay reroyce wah her allthe dayes of his life, it berng 
h:s portronwhich God hath ginen him, «a the traxels wherem 
hee lab owreth under the Swunne (*). 
comncintothe houſe? Icontelle, notty be cooped vp into 
it like a bird intoa Cage; ( tor it mull (till be a houſe at- 
cer her cntry into it,and not apriſon;)bur yetloas that her 
modelly and her delight to oucrſce the wayes of her how 
| ſhold (*), may caule herto be [tiled the wife of the houſe, 
and notof the ſtreete: remembring thar it is the Hatlots 
badge, that ber feer caunot abide mthe howſe( ©), and that 
itis the Apoltles charge,that women ſhould be chaſt, and 
keepe at bom (*);,and that goers from houſetohouſe,arc (com: 
monly) pratlers, bujie-bodres, and ſpeakers of things not come- 
1 (5). Thus this manner of ſpeaking vicd here by the 
Spirite of God, deſcribing the being of a wite,, by cum: 
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ming intothc houſe of her hsband, minds all Chriſtian wo- | 


| men of theſe fourcneceſlary dutics: Obcdicnce, Prowi- 
dence, Peaccablencilc, and Modeſly. Now to the thin,:s 


| wiſhed, and prayed for on the womans behalfez Thar (hee 


| | may be like Rabeland the Leab, &c. I might ſpeake hereof 


che neccllity of knowledgeinthe courle and Itorv ofthe 
Scripture, which lycth vponall thoſe which delire to pray 
a right, thatthcy may know how to order their requelts ut 
making their ſut*s roGod , and may vndetſtand what 
thingyarc mecteto be bepgedat Gods hand ; butl vill 
keepe my l(clte toſuch matter as is peculiar to this preſent 
bufinetſe. Rahbeland Leah were Labans daughters, & both 
of them the wiucs of /acob. Good women doubtleitſe, but 
yet in ſome things faulty, as in being both at once the 
wiucs of one man, andin giuing their maides to their hul- 
band. Theſe imperfections of the holy people of thoſe 
tinzes, arc ncytherto bee blazed, as though wee tooke 
plcalure in the diſcouery of their ſhaine; nor to be follow- 
cd, as thoughthcir doing this or that, were a ſuificicnt 
plea : | 


——_— 


_ — 


—___ 


Laſtly, why is hce | 


i. 
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Plea.Therctore we mult enquire wherein it isto be wiſhed, 
that a wife may belike Kaheland Leah, that ſo we may leck | 
to follow them,lo far forth as they followed the Lord, and 
no further. It were abſard to preffe cucry [pecialty,for by 
that reaſon a man might wiſha woman blearc eyes;for ſuch 
had Leah (b): orthat the nughtdicin traucll,for lo did Ra- | ® ©90-29-17. 
hel(i).This were to draw bloud, and not milke out of the 
breaſts of the Scripture, There be three thinges then in 
whicha wite1is to be wiſhedto be like Raheland Leab. The | 
firſt is Fruicfulnes: By Rabel & Leah, Jacob had eight ſons | 
and one daughter, and by them and theirs God accompli- 
* thed his promiſe made to eAbraham,that bis (ced ſrowld be 4s | 
the ftars(k) . Wherein weare taught, That rhe franfulnes of hg were z 
the wife ts to be reckoned as ableſſing, and to bee cranedof God Ps. —— 6 
as a fauour., They pray herethat Kuth may be as Rabel and | Ki 
Leah, which were two [tocksof the Ilraclitiſh nation. Ir is | 
che blefſing which God promilcth cothe man which feareth 
him,that his wifc ſhalbe as the fruitful vine vpon the wals of | 
bis houſe and hu children like oline plants round about his table | 1Þf, 118 z. 
(1).Chuldren are the inberttance of the Lord, & the fruit of the | BP\127.3, 
wombhis reward(m).Blefſed i the man that hath his quizer ful | * "05+ | 
of them(0): Childrens children are the crowne of the Elders (0): | 9 Pre.17.6. 
In the former times barrennes was counted a reproch (Pp). 
When God would puniſh Abmelech about Abrabam & $a- 
rah,hee ſhut vp exery wombe of the houſe of Abimelech (3): and 
whenthe Lord would bleſſe [obs laſt dayes more then h1s firſt,  IGER20.18, 
| he gauc him ſexen ſons and three daughters (t).In the rehear- | 
{all of the l1ues of chefathers before the floud,it isſatd, ſuch 
or (uch anone liued /o many yeares.C begat ſons &+ daughters; | | Gen. 5. | 
Je isoften in one Chapter (*). What was the ble{iing vpon | 
the firlt couple? Bring forth fr nit, multiply fillthe earth(t): & | tGen.1.38, ; 
what wasthe bleſſing vpon Rebecca by her fricnds at her 
departure ? grow into thouſandthouſands(u): And vhen the | 4 Gen.24. 60} 
Lord would ſhew the mancr of his bletſing the Iewes after | FM 
cheir returnetrom the captiuity,hee thus deſcribes it, The |  , , Þ F 
| ſtreeres of the Cuty ſhalbe full of byes and girles playing m the | * 1. 
| frets therof x). ; IK There | . 


i Gen, 39.19. | 


lect, 


\ 


p Luc,l.2x. | 


tlie. 


— 


r Iob.42,13, 


y Math,1o.21 
|zZ Maths. 26, 
a Plat47-9. 


b2,King.4.43 


C Pſ1c7.41. 


dPſ.127. 3, 
cPl.113.9. 


fi.Deu-28.1% 


g P{.104.28. 


— 


— I 
WEE oe oe 


T he Maria ge-Bleſing. 
"Then larwalold vicofthis Jin: firlt, to diſzones 
the wretchednciſeof theirthoughts, who doe grudge & 
murinure at theencicaſe ofelpidren as a burthe:1: lome 
would preſcribe the Lord hew many he ſhould giucthem, 
ad fer him down a (tint which hce muſt not exc-cde. A 
notable eutdence ofa miſerablc and taith!cfi-:ninl. bur. 
whence is this feare of encreale, beforc it comineta, th:- 
repiningatit whenit 1s come, lurfrom a dittrullty'lopi 

nion of inability t> maintaine them 2 why man? 1 fayto 
thee of thy children, as Chriſt did co [115 Diſciples rouch- 
l; 'gthemlelues, They ave »f more value thu Sparowes (") vet 
the Lord feederth rhe( * ),yea,of the yorg Ranens th.ut crie(? }! 
how muh morc Creatures ſtamped witii his 0ancimage, 
o thou of little faith ? How ſhould | ſet this before an bun- | 
dred men ( ſaid the Prophets man, when hee c compared | 
tis maſters prouifion with ERILeTHar was prevent: ) 
yet they ſhall eate and there ball remaine(®), Itisnot oncly 
a reward and bleſſing to the rich to bee full of Children, 

(though euenamony ſuch there isa caulletle feare,becaule 
they thinke they ſhall not beable to make them) all great,) 


— _ -- ——— — Os PP 


bur itis ſpecified as ablctiing vponthe poor ,thatthe Lord 
will make him a family lhe a flocke of ſheeps { ©) : and com- | 


fortable it is,that they ſhall bee as Peeps, becarle this may 
well be intended,that they ſhall proſper with a little main- 
teNancc,as heepe grow fat,albeirthe [eas b- bur ſhort, 


the wombe is buy reward ( 4 \. hee mabe:h the barren worran to 
awe!l with a family, and to be atoyfull mother of chilaren'(*®).\t 
is well o{erued, tl:atthere are five eſpeciall keyes wich 
the Lord re feruethin bi Sowrepower, Fi: ſt, the key of | 


raine: 7 he Levd | /ball open hrs F004 L724, ure, & the heinen 'o | ] 


fiue rame unto thy lind Ce. fn). Secon diy, thekeyv of | 
Thou opeveſt t hy hand and ihey ave filled, Fe. (*). Tire! 


the key of the graue: He brivgerh aowne 10 the ryaue, hd 


Yay 


-— 


_— _ —_— 


þ 


' 


Secondly, this dotrine ferveth ro direct all rar defire | 
tis blefſiag of eacreaſe,thar they may knowof whom they | 
mult ſceke it.The Lord mabe thee libe Rabel c5c.7 ne frun of | 


cd rae 485 , 


; 

\ 
I 
| 

a 


 Trayſerbwp! Þ , Fourthly,thekey of the heart; The Lord opee\ 
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h1 Same2.6, 
1AM.t4.14. 


| ned th: heart of Lyaia (*). Fittlv, thekey of tlic vombes 
' God rem.cembred abel and opened herwambe ( k). Abraham | k Gen,yo. 23 
| therefore being childicile, made [us mone tothe Lord, '1 co jg, 


[1 


1("): /ſaacprayed for his wite becaulc lhe was barre'(®): ; mGen.25.20. 


HA».nah Samuels mother powred outher foulevlicizihce | n 1.S7M.1,10. 
i (S] 8 ' | 0 BY. To 


| hadnoCinli(®): ſoud Lacberyand Elaabeth the pas | Pen Ra 
| cents of John Bapri/t (0), This 1s the true coulle, fit, to | nh reed 
che Lord, then to the meanes. Rahelwasin a paſhiin, and | 

cried toher husband,Gme me childrs or elſe [ die(p/thuut that | 
preuayled not vntillthec tought the Lord by prayer. 

The ſecond thing in whichitis co bewiſhed,, that a wife 
may bc like Rabel and Leah, is,thatoutot her frunſu;neſſe, 
may come an encreale of Gods people. Thele twatne aid 
baild vp Iſrael: and what were the Ufachtes but Gods pe- 

lar Ic? Arighe Chrittian iffdeedis called a truc If- | 9991-47. * 
vs PEEP 5 rGal.6.16. 
raclitc (9), and the cle arc tearmed rhe 1ſrael of Godt) Thea, DI&. 
| SOthen this 18 the doctrine, That the deſire of hammg Chul- 
drew muſt ayme at the encreaſing and enlargement of Gods 
Church, Thus istheblelſivg indeed, when the wife buildes 
vp fjracl,not Babel, Berhel (Gods houlc) not Berharen , 
{ (che houſe of vaniry). When God promiſed encreaſc as 2 
| ble{ngyhe ſaid the wife ſhould beas rhe Vine, andthe chil. 

arenas the Oliaeplants (1) ; two of the belt fruits, the one CPC 128.3; 
tor cheering the heart, the other for cleering the face | tÞſ1ag. is. 
(01), the one tor ſacetenetTc,theother for fatrelle (4); which | utudg.s 13- 
a;pucth rhat God doth not Hmply promilc a plentituli of» | 
(pring,as though that barely were a ble{ling, but ſuch an 
OYfpring, which by the goodnes thereof ſhould hring ioy 
and comfortto the parents, The Vine and the Oliuc are 
trees which Chriſt hiryſelte is ſpecially compared to (x); & | + , F 
therctore doubtleile, the Lord had a meaningot a furchier | gow wy, 24, 
matter then barcencreaſe, when helayd, the wite thou}d 
be as the Vine, and the children as the Olives, This was 
thedelireoftheholy prople of old whenthey pravedgthat | 
ticir children might beas the corner ſtoxes (7 ), witch were | y Pluyy nx, 

2 Croll» | 
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couched into the wall of the Temple, mcaning that they 
might grow vntuan holy Temple in rhe Lord ro be an habuta- 


[2 Eph 2.21.2 | tion of Godby the ſpirit(®) : Bleed (fayth the Plalme) & the 


man that hath bis quizer full of thera (* that is, of ſuch chil- 
dren, which areas the arrowes of a {lrong man; whence it 
followeththatthey muſt haue more in them then nature: 
tor arrowes be not arrowes by growth, butby art; ſo, they 
mult be ſuch children, the khottines of whoſe nature,is re- 
fined,and reformed, & made{mooth by grace. /Þbmael the 
ſonne of the bondwoman had rewelue ſons, and theſe were 
all :welxe Princes of their nations(b) : but what was this when 
they were withour the promiſe? Out of queſtion it was Hen- 
»ah her drift in deſiring a ſon, that out of her might come 
one, by whome Gods glory might be aduanced amongſt 
men,& therfore ſhe vowed bim torbe Lord all the dayes of his 
life,(*).The Angell told Zachary, that he ſhouli banc ion and 
gladner at the birth of bis ſon; and why?becauſe he ſhalbe great 
in the ſight of the Lord, filled with the holy Ghoſt, and turne 
many tothe Lord, ®): he was ordayned to bea notable inſtru- 
ment in Godschurch. He that begerrerth a foole, that is, an 
vngodly, & irrcligious ſonue, (tor that is Sa/omens foole ,) 
getteth himſelfe ſorrow, the father of ſuch an one Canhawe no 
ion(©), ſuch a ſon is the calamity of bis father,(*). It 1s the rule 
of the Scripture, that what/oener xs done, Gould be done tothe 
glory of Gad(®); therefore cuen our delires of cb:/drev,mullt 
ayme at che (ame marke,that-out of ourloynes may come 
luch,by whom Gods glory may be promoted, & the num- 
ber of the godly encreaſed inthe world. Thele particulars 
may ſuffice for the proving of this point. 

Thts doQrine diſcogereth a duty which is little thought 
on. Many defire children out of an att<fion of nature, that 
they may hauc ſome to polletle and inherite their eſtates, 
and to perpetuate their names here vpon earth : wherein 
I may ſav as Chriſt didin an other calc, Doe not the Pubr. 
Canes and [mers exen the ſam (*)? But whole ayine is it 
in the dclire of poſterity , to further the enlargement 

of 
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of GodsChurch,and to encreaſe the number of belecuers? 
Let the confciences of the maried ſpeake to this point : 
wiucs and-children (I ſay) arc wiſhed by many as Babe/ 
wascreatcd by the Sonnes of men, to get them aname('),or, 
as Abſhalow reared apiller , toprelerue their memory from 
the iniury of time(k); but whoſe mind is it ro build wp the 
[{racl of God? whole drittand praier isit to beget {ons and 
daughters tothe Lord ? This is one cauſe (amonglt others) 
that this age ſo abounds with the children of Belial, and 
that rhe earth is now (as inthe daies of Noah) corrupt before 
God, and filled with crachiy (1 ),becaule the ſatisfying of Jult, 
and the building vp of ourſcles aremadethe ends of ma- 
riage, and not the bwildng vp of Iſrael. Out of theſe vn- 
cleanc,and wicked purpolcs,what other thing (ordinarily) 
can flow,but a curſed brood ? Remember this then all, The 
people in captiuity preferred leruſalem 18 tbeir chiefe toy (®). 
Learne you alſorto preterre the bwelding of /irael,the encrea- 
ſing of Gods Church, betorcall other (cuen) your chictec 
deſires. Happy is th: mariage wherethis is intended;doubt- 
[cſe, God will crowne ſuch a gratious beginning with good 
lucceſſe. And to further this, Ict me ſhew youa courſe, by 
which we may-in our mariages bn:/d vp Iſrael. The fill 
ehing helpfull to this, is, to waryin the Lord (*), tomatch 
with thoſe that fear God, Il know,rcligion commeth notby 
deſcent of nature, & holy chijdren haue iflued out of god- 
letſeparents,as Abraham,out of the loins of idolatrous Te- 
rah(*);and wicked children have branched out of grations 
progenitors ; as Hophni + Phinehas out of Eli(?), Amnon & 
Abſhalom out of Dauid(Ca):ſo }Jhaueſeen a yere,in which the 
bel} manurers of their ground have had the wort increaſe, 


& the meaneſt hushands hauc enioyedthelarger crops: but | 


we mult tollow Gods ordinance, and the courſe which he 
hath ſantified, and then we ſhall haue comfort howſoeuer. 
This weare fure,that the Juſtfuil mariages of the old world 
i which carnall liking was the guide , andnorreligion, 
brought forth a tyrannous generation(£), & that the chil- 
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' prayer (x). The third thing, is, Religious education: Teach 
| achildin the trade of his way, animben he u old, he ſhall not de- 
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dren,are (attheicaſtin ctt;mation) Holy C !),tor their godly 
parcuts fakes. And therciore he who dchireth to beret Itra- 
olites, lethim not willingly ventureto match with a Cana- 
anice. Taclewes which maried witch of Aſbdad ſpake half 
in the ſpeech of Aſoded (t), Though God can do mucb, and 
his cletion 18 ſecret, yet itis not late venturin.; ypon an 
vikniownceway. Thelecond things, alober vic of mari- 
age, Mariage us honourable v),it tbe not diſhonouted by 
the brutiſhactle ot thoſe which arc called to it, God viualiy 
puniſheth mens diſtempered, vabridlcd, and difordered 
lultsin their poſtcrities . Mariage mult be /avtt-fed,and di- 
reed as other the bleltings of God, by the wordef God,and 


| 
part from a (y); He that delireth his children ſhould yecld | 
him che crop of cointort, rault caſt into them the leed of | 
inftraction. Thetalt of that will continue vntillage, with 
which the new veilcl of the yonger yeares is fult ſcaloned. 
Some lay in ſcornc, that yong Saints, become old Diuels: 
but I hauc (c{dome heard of a Saintin age, that hath been a | 
Diucllin his yourh . The(® three things well oblerued, will 
turther this #a:/dmg vp of 1ſrael,by our mariages. Jtispotſi- | 
ble, Iknow C as 13 part I touched before )that this courſe 
way fayle; but yee,howlocuer, the parents ſhall have com- 
fort, when they ſhall be able,in the witncſleof a good con- 
ſcience, to walh their hands in theinnocencie and tiecdom 
fromthe guiltof their childrens wickednetle:& they whoſe 
negle of theſe duties, (hall be the occation of the leud- 
nefleang profunencile of therr poſteritie,] {ay of them as S* 
Pax Jid of lume others, in an other calc, they (ball beare } 
their indgemen who ſo ener they be (2), ; | 
The third thing inwhich thc wife 1s to'be wiſhed toheas 
Rahel 1nd Leah,is,a Readinefſe to yeeld rothe hu/b.:nd m al good 
things. ] hisduty is very apparantinthepractile of thel< two. 
\When /acop was wanted of Goaby an Angell, to returne 
from Laban, into the land wherehewas borne, lic mage iis | 
wiues! 
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; WLUCS acqua:nted wich thenater, and diſcoucred to tizem 
| his purpolc to depar!, cev forthwith gate him enis veel 


thee, doit (a). They wou'd not hinder hun jaany tos, 
which they (aw the | or nal requiretot mim. The itkeis to 
be ſeenc 11 Sareb the was tio nur Abrans nbis 
remouall trom his ounto nary ito (loam ( ) qll-:,10r at 
ſuch times, when he knew -0t winther beewex?( © \,. nor mn 
the ſpeedy circume:img of ni: taiily it, norinh's 10ur- 


\ 


ney to ſacrifice his ſonne( ©). Out fall doubt, it ic hag 


Go4 would not have conceal-dit, becaule the wraitlng 
with her vnwiliinones and gatiie ſayings, hailbcene a nota» 
ble eurdence of ASrahams tanh, whict) the Scriptuie is ve- 
ry carctulltoſct out vat vs tothe tuil, There bee two 


Gods tu4gzin-nt, vpon the vatouardnefle of wiues to 
Iovyac with, a1l to encourage their husbands in goo{ 
echings. Tac onc is Lore wite 2 doubtlietle her louc to So- 
Jome was 4 greatdelay to Lorin his departure trom ie,and 
when the ſhould haue gone on with her husband,baltuing 
tothe place appointed for their refiige, without looking 
backe,thee drew behind, (hil linariag after her wonted 
home. The Lord mce with her in her fiane, ſpe became 4 
pillar of ſalt(*), The other woman is Michal Damds witez 
when ſhee looked out, and ſaw him dauncing betore the 
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Arxc, ſnee defÞiſed him m ber heart; an ſo tarre was (hee 


from approuing his zcale, that at his returne to h:s houle. 


thee entertavned him with a frumpe,Ohb hawwas the King of 
Iſrael as a foole this day! but Ae baroitnct away without a 
(courge,/he had us child vato the day of rey death (5), TI re- 
me':21ver apolicy of Pauls, im his Eniltic to Philemon? Hee 
wroteto him for the recntertavning of arunnavzare ſeruant 
whoine !.ce had bevorten vnto Godinius hon ts, In the 


b-ene aclogge vato himin any of alt tae, the {pirice of 


women ({tort:4 11 5cripture (abou others) as examplesof 


| ding and re{pectiuc a fi: 1c, ws ener God hath ſard onto | 
a Gen,z1.1. 
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rifſcriyion he ioynes in Philemors wife, (And toour deare | 


fiſter Apphra (hb); ) no doubr to warac her of iter duriyyeiar | h Phil, v2.&c | : 
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when the receyuing againec of Oneſimus (ſhould be manifc=- 
ted to her husbandto be a needfull duty, anda thing plea- 
| fing to God,ſhee ſhould norput in her (poke trowithiltand 
| the motion, butſhould rather turther her husband in {uch 

an honeſt butnefle. And indeed forthat end was the wile 
created to be a helpe to her huiband(*), in all honeſt ofhi- 
ccsto iovnevithhim,to encourage him,to prouoke him to 
chem, to. aſſiſt him in performing them , es the Church 
151m ſubieftion to Chyiſt , enen ſolet the wines be tothew huſ. 


whichis before God a thing much ſer by (|), 
This is a IctTon for cucry wite whom God hath b!cſſegd 
' with a religious husband. Secth (he her husbands purpo- 
ſcs for good things, as namely, in the religious goucrn- 
ment of his family, in theeſtabliſhment of holy excrciſcs 
in his houſe, in liberality and bounty to the poore, in [(cc- 
king to vphold rhe worſhip of God ia the place where he 
liucth, orin any the like godly practilc? oh, let her not 
go about to coole his zeale orkill his forwardnetle, but 
let her remember the ſaying of Rahe/ and Leah, whatſoemer 
God hath ſayd unto thee, do ut: Bebold , here I ams, 1 will 
follow thee foote by foote, | nill endeanour that theſe thy holy de. 
fires may hane a gord effett , Bleilcd 1s that yoake,, where 
there ſhallbe ſuch an cquall drawing. Itis not the portion 
| of cuery wife to be ſo happy as to be vrged to this duty, 
{ Many 8 religious Abigail is linked with a churliſh Nabal;yet 
; even ſuchalſo muſt remember this : It they lee, better then 
their huſbands what God hath commaunded,though they 


humility pertuade and entreat,and exhort , and counlcll 
vnto good : and happy ishe (if he can (ee his owne happi- 
nefſe ) in whoſe bolome the Lord hath layed ſo good a 
Counſeller. Who knoweth but that ſuch a wfe may ſane 
her busband(® )? And thus much forthe correſpondency 
which ought to be betwixta good wife and Rabeland Leab. 
She is a bleſſing if ſhee be fruittull, more it ſhee be a ſtock 


bands in ewery thing (k). Thu is that meeke ard quiet [pirit, 
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bearing plants for the Lords houſe: molt of all, it the bea 
continuall encourager and perſwader and counleller vnto 
good. Surcly he that findes ſuch a wife findes a bleſſorg,and re- 
ceinerh (10 11ttle) fawenr of the Lord ( *), Jlay to thee whom 
the Lord hath ſoendowed,Gine her of the fruit of ber bands, 
andlet her owne workes prayſe her inthe gate (*). 

Now followerh thathmme of the praicr which concernes 
the man : Andihat thou mayeſt ao worthily in Ephrathab, and 
be famons wm Betbleh:m. The firlt generall thing which is 
withed to him, is, that he may ds worthily : The [ccond is 
more particular, and isa fruit of worthy doimg, namely that 


by demg worthily he may be famous: And then (thirdly) the. 


place is notcd towhich this worthy domg, and growing f«- 
mens 1s confined, Ephrathah and Beiblehem, Otchele in or- 
der, and firft of Doing worthy, 

The grouad of Dong wertbi/y, is Doing:So that they wiſh 
not vato him being now to be maried, a life of idlenetle 
and caſc and worldy pleaſure, but alife of imployment, a 
life of ation, a life of Domg. Whence it followeth, That « 
1 the bleſring of him that :; maried to bauc (ome certaine conrſe 
and calling and condition of life wherein to be doing. Andine 
dced this isthe ordinance of God, that in the ſweat of bus face, 
cuery man ſhould eare h:5 bread(3), that none ſhould walke 
inordiwately (t),Toratify this God appointed Adam what to 
dogeuen in his innocency (') : Our Sawonr himlelte during 
the dayecs of his minority was Done, though, ina meanc 
profcliion,the trade of a Carpenter (f) : After, when he was 
by baptiſme inucſted into theoffice of Redeemer, he was In 
continuall aRjon tothe end of his daycs, yea, with ſuch 
cheeretulneſle, chat it was Meare vnto him, to ds the will of 
him that ſent bi and to finiſh bis worke (®), Fitly is the lite 
of man compared vntvua pightbattell, in which eucry man 
is marſhalledin hisrank,and aſſigned his place vpon which 
he mult attend: ſome commaunders of all degrees, ſome 
ſouldiers of all forts; none hath a ſouldiers pay , buthe 


which hath a ſouldiers place : ſoisit in the life of man: 
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God is the grand commander of all, he hath ailotted vnto 
cucry man his calling, he hath fitted eucry man todo ſome- 
thing. 

This deſcrueth to be commended vnto all, of what de- 
grce ſocuer, but vnto gentlemen cſpecially,whoſe fault this 
inordinate and 1dlcliuing chiefely is. Itis the thought of 
the molt ſuch , that becaule of their birth, or becaule they 
hauc ſufficiency otherwiſc to maintain them(clues,therfore 
they arcexempredfrom thoſe {ctled courles of d9wmg which 
others of baſer bloud & ſmaller means arc ticd vato. Vpon 
this opinion, we ſee by wofull experience , how many ſuch 
liueglike vnprofitable burthens of the earth, paſſing away 
their time ,cither in doing nothing, or in doingcuill, or in 
doing that which is to no purpoſe. When ſome come to be 
challenged at thelaft day, for &wmy inpleaſure vpon earth,and 
wantomneſſe (*), where ſhail (uch hide their heads, how ſhall 
they eſcape? The (harpe account of that day wil force them 
toacknowledge that it had been better for them to haue ta- 
ken the flaile & ſpade into their hands,then to hauc made 
gaming,and hunting, and pleaſ{ure,and feaſting,to be their 
chicfcſt bulines:To you all therfore,l heartily with that you 
may ſeem to your [clues (til to hear in your cares the words 
| of Danid vnto Salomon touching the building of the Tem- 
| ple; FP and be domg avd(no doubt)th: Lord will bewith you?) 
Now this Dojing,ctauſt be a worthy Domng,or a doing worthily, 
\ To aoworthily,is the ſame thing (in mine opinion )with that 
which Paulcaileth a walking worthy of the Lord (* ), or, wor- 
thy of the calling whereunts weave called (* ), thatis,to walke 
' fo as becommeth thoſe whom the Lord hath called to be 
; his, and to whom he hath reucale(d his will, by his word, | 
| and fpirit, So that to do worthily and to do religronſly arc 
' all one, to make Religion and the feareof God, to be the 
 rule'and guide of a mans actions. This is a worthy courſe. 
; No action is to be termed a worthy ation, but that whi-his 
tempered with wiſedome; neither is there any true wiſe- 
| dome ſauc that, of which the foundation is layed in the 
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feare of God(Þb). This made Damd ty become a man fo 
far exceeding others in worth, becauſe the Teſtimonies of 
the Lord were his meditation (c), Many thinges (notable in 
their owne nature),arc reported to haue been;done by the 
Heathen, but yet wanting the guidance of religion, they 
hauc loſt their grace,and the beſt name that can be giuen 
them, is to call then) Glorwms ſianes, Hence therefore fol- 
leweth,that he which delireth ro do worthily, mult make the 
word of God his Counſellor (*),mull [earch the Scripture(*), 
mult let it dwcll plenteoufly with him(' ), There hee ſhall 
find the grounds of truc worth, u hich 1s eucn this, to be of 4 
moſt valiant courage, toob/erue and do according to all that the 
Lord commaunds (*): There hehall reade the examples of 
the Lords Worthries, Adam, Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, 
Moſes, Dawid,and (uchlike,prefidents worthic imitation:lo 
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then the nexe With in reſpeRot the man, was, that as he 


(ould be in continual aftion,fo his ations might be wor- | 


thic,tcaloned with Religion. and guided by knowlcdpe. 
Marke this(I pray you) chicfely you wl.om in outward 
things God hath pretcrred before others. Defireſt thou the 


title ofa man of worth? wouldeſt thou be reputed a worthy | 
Gentleman? leeketoground thy worth vpon religion,vp |: 


on the knowledge of God, and of his will revealed in his | 


word. The Gentiemen of Berea ſearched the ſeriptures, ana ' 
that dayhy("), this was their worth, Miſerable & prophane | 
is the opinion; Is a Gentleman able to diſcourſe of any cu- 
[tomaricſubicct, of the occaſions and occurrences of the 
Times,is he taſhionable, hath herthe languages, knoweth 
hee how to cntertaine his milſtreſſe, hath hee $kill ar his 
weapon,and ſuch like? then heis thought ro be complete, 
a man of worth, one that hath in him all the partsof a Gen- 
tleman. All chis while religion and grace, and ability to 
(peake the lirguage of Canaan ('); in which things ftandes | 
true worthinwdcede, thele are veterly forgotten, and yet | 
without theſe, all there(t arc but (as Salomon ſpeaketh of | 
Beamty in a faire woman withou: underſtanding) as a lewell of | 
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rol mm aſwines ſnout (k) Relolue vpon this therctore, thy? 
art nat a truc accompliſt.t Gentleman, till thy heart1- ſca 
{o:1cd with Religion, thou canlt nor doe worthily, vuletle 
cou canſt waikereligioutly., 

Next followeeh the Connexion. Doe worthily, and be fu 
mu. The inftruction of rhe place 1s this; T he foundation of 
trme famonſneſſe x well domg. Doing worthily 1s the alone 
way to bec&metamous. This ts rhat which the. Apoitle cal- 
leth ſeeking glory and honour by well dom (1). This was the 
con{tant courſe of te holy men of the heſttimes. By farth 
(laith the Scripture), our Elders were well reportedef (®) . Ot 
our Saviour it is ſaid, that there wenta fame of hm through. 
ont all the yerton round about : but vpon what was this fame 
grounded? vpon his diligence in well doing; He tawght m 
their Synagogues ,andwasihonenredof all men (" ). S. Paul was 
famous in all places, but for what? cucn for hi: 6axdr, and 
{utfering for the Golpell(*); the worth of his actions ,& the 
glory of hisname went together. What was it that blazed 
the nameof Salomon, and made all the world defirous to lce 
him?was it not 6:5 wi/edome which God had put imhis heart'p)? 
what is it which hath cnnobled the memories of al thole cx- 


| ccllent perſons which arc regiſtredin holv Writ? is it nor 


rhcir godlines? they honoured God intheirlives, and the 
Lord hath honoured their names amongſt men, according 
to his promiſe : Them that honour me [ will honour (q) Glo- 
ry and goodnes,ſhame and linne, the Lord hath ioyned to- 
octher with achaine of Adamant,and they cannot bee ſun- 
tro; The memeriall of thetnft ſhalbe bleſſed but the name of the 
wicked ſhall rot (*): The wicked ſha/leaue their names a acurſe 
onto Gods cboſen(!), It is not fame burintamy wu hich cuil me 
haue gotten by their wickednes, Catn by his murther, Ahab 
by his cruelty, /ezebel by her whoredom, Nebuchadnezaar 
hy his pride, /ſndas by histreafon, the Pharitee by his hy- 
pocrifie: the remembrance of chele ſhall continuc io long 
as the Mcone -ndureth, but yet thruſt chrongh with a 
ſpitof reproch,] Yea, (will ſome lay,) doth fame and 
credite 
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| vnto him {(*). It (hall be inough to a Chrittian, that he1s ho- 
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ciedite alwaycs ACcompatly worthy actions 2 yid not 


Cr |} tell his Diſciples chat they ſhould bee remied , 
41d h1u: th-ir name « put out 45 emill, &c(*® )? ang did 1:0: 
Paul ile through honenr and diſhonour , by euill report ant 
go2d report (*)? Laiilwerezitis true, that Enuy is the com - 
pa 110n Of vertue, and let the Moone thine neuer fo bright- 
; v, yet ſome curre or other ſhall be tound which will barke 
azainit it. Chriſt himſclfe ſhall be calleda Samaritane, & 
faydto have a Diucll/*) : how much more ſhall this befall 
tho/e of tbe homſhald())? yerthis is no preiudice tothe truth 
of this dotrine: for cuen this is the fame and glory of 
Gods ſcruants. It is an honourable thing to be euill (po- 
ken of for well doing: There is 4 ſpree of glory reſtmg wpon 
ſuch (*):andthough there ſhould be a whole volume of re- 
proches writtcn againſt /eb, yet (knowing his owne inno+ 
cency ) he will take tt vpon his ſpow!der and bind it 41 4 crown 


n2ured inthe hearts of all that feare God; even as Dawid 
comforted hiinſelfc with the honour giuen himby the re- 
ligious Afaxders, which reioyced with him at the Arkes re- 
eurne, againlt rhe ſcotfes of his irreligious wife (*). 

Hereis a good aduertiſement for all, clpecially tor thofe 
who by mar:age arecntring vpon the theater of the world, 
toſhew what isin them. Honour and reputation is athing 
which naturc hath tauzht tnen toattet; andtrucitis,that 
4 g004 name :5 tobe choſen aboue preat riches (©) It we delire 
Fame, weſ.e herethe way fanged out vnto vs, Doe worths- 
ly and be famous, If any man (crue me, him will my Father ho- 
noaur(* ). A held of ttacerity charged with deedes of pi- 
ety, catnot but be accomplithe with a creſt of glory, Ali 
the fame which men haue ſyughe by buildings, by as of 
chiualric, and by ſuch other courſes winch che light of na- 
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turc otter. th and afteAterh, for theennobling of it ſelf,time 
Jeuoureth ie, and within an ageortw.:itis cleane put out - 

but that glory which ſpringeth from the roots of godlines, | 
nG tract of tunc can make to wither, no blalt of venemous | 
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| tongues can ouercome, It ſhall breake out as the (unne, in 
deſpite of all darkening clouds, it is watered with the dewe 


of heauen,and it ſha] growandencrealc,maugre the malice 
of all gaine-ſayecrs, 

Thelalt thing is the place, to which this Doing worthily | 
is limited, Ephrathah & Bathlehem:Thygle two names beto- | 
ken but one place, as appearethin the [tory of 1acob{(*) | 
B-thlchem was theplace of Boez his dwelling: Here lay | 
his c(tate,and inheritance, cutoft this place arolc hismain- ' 
tenance: here they delire hee may doe worthily,and be fa- 
mous:ſuthat the doctrine is; That 4 Chriſtian muſt make con- 
| ſcience there eſpeciallie tobeprofiteble, and bs do good, where the | 
; Lord hath ſeated him,eqther by courſe of mheritance,or by any 
other honeſt and lawfull meanes of poſſeſ-10x. | remember $. 
Paxls rule, and it may be well applycdco this: /f rbere bee 
any that proudeth not for his owne,&&c. he denieth the fauh, & 
15 worſethen an Infidel(*): loif there be any thatdefires nor 
to doc worthily, c{pecially among(t his owne, where hee 
hath becne bred, where he 1s called, where his cRate and 
| polſclſhon lycth; why may it not alſo beclaide, Heers | 
| worſe then an Infigell,c? Itis noted of our Sauiour that his 
| firſt execution of his miniſtery was in Nazareth, where hee 
| bad been brought vp (5): hee liada loucto that place, anda | 
| greatdetireto have done foine good there, Meaſes might | 
hauec been a great ma in Egypt:Pharavhs daughter brought | 
him vp as hcrſonne, yet his heart was(t 1] to goe liuc, and 
doe good among his brethren the children of Ifracl(*). So 
Nehemiah,all his mind was to [ive at Terufalem, to bean In- 
{krument of guod in his natiuc foile, although hce was vp- | 
on 200d tcarms in che*Empcrors Court ('). Epaphrodites | 
was the Miniſter of Phupp; in a iourncy vndertaken for the 
| churches bulines vnto Paul, hefcl] ſicke, and could notre* 
| turne ſo ſooneas was intended; yet Pawl ſaith of him, Fee 
| longedafier them a{l(k), (till his mind was vpon his charge, 
and vpon the people, oucr whome rhe holy Cheſt had maar 
him ouer/eer (|). | 
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I would (for aConclufion ) that this were well thought 
vpon byall: for this ſinne of not caring to doe worthily 
in Bethlehem by thoſe which hauc their ſeates and mantli- 
ons in Bethlchem, hath now ſpread it ſelfe farre. Non- 
refiJency is not the finne of che miniſtery onely,but of the 


| Laicicroo, Many are content to recciue rents and reve» 
' newes out of Bethlehem, bue to bee tyed to live at Bethle- 


hemganJto doc worthily there, that isa burthe which they 


' Cat1110t endure. If a man come to Bethlehbemythere he ſhall 


6nd their Agents, to racke and cxtort,and tolucke out the 


{weere of the land,and to make the belt of cut:y thing; but 
, themſclues there to do wort uily, to goucrne, to direc, to. 
' keep hoſpitality,8c.he ſhall not ind. Where are they then? | 
' Perhaps, they are ſoiourning vnder other mens roofes, or 


(as /ob lavch,) they haue got bouſes in deſolate places (m) 


"where no body can find the,or they be crept into ſome city 
' afaroff,there to liuce tor no body bur theſclues. This is not 


ro Joc worthily in Bethlehem, This isto receive profite by 
Bcltilchem, buttodonogood to Bethlehem. Trisa great 
linne which is crept into our common-wealth,and is nor 
eaken notice of; itis cuen the bane and decay of the cou- 
try.Thcſe men here prayed again{t it, and ct my tongue 


 cleaue to the roofe of my mouth, if I ſpeake not a- 
| garnſt it alſo. God threatened it of old, (as a plague) 


' that mary hnuſes great avi fairc 13/4 bes deſolare with- 
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ove an [nhabitant (n): why will men tring that iudge- 
ment ypon th<mſc[ucs , to runie away from the dwel- 
lings which God hath called rnem to, and ro leaue Zum 
a:1d Ohim to lodge, Oftriches,and Satyrces to dauncetherin 
(")? whoſocucr thou be then whom God ſhall call to 
Bethlchemgand to whome he thall give an cltatc in Beth- 
[chem; ſce thou make conſcience to do worthily in Bethe 
Ichem .And of this portion of ſcripture ſo far. 


Let God alone hawe the Glory, 
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